Appendix C: Possessions in dispute and responses from both Network Rail and Freightliner
Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR section 4 possessions to be amended to read:

MD101 EUSTON TO ARMITAGE JN

101.10 Hillmorton Jn and Trent Valley Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1015 Sat to 0935 Sun All BLOCKED and weekend period ‘E’ amended to read 2210 Sat to 0945 Sun (Network Rail Request).

NOTE: Between Hillmorton Jn and Long Lawford, the Down Fast (between Hillmorton Jn and Rugby) and Down Coventry (between Rugby and Long Lawford) is available until 1700 Sat for nominated freight services only.

Freightliner Submission

Freightliner will agree to this possession if the line shown to be available to traffic is electrified.

Network Rail response

An electrified route will be provided until 17.00 Saturday between Hillmorton and Long Lawford EXCEPT in weeks 22 and 23. 

In week 22 no route can be made available.

In week 23 a Block and All Lines OLE Isolation will be required 00.30 Sat to 05.30 Mon but a Down Line will remain open to diesel hauled traffic until 17.00 Saturday.

Details of possession in dispute

101.15 Lichfield Trent Valley Jn and Armitage Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1000 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request). (NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper)

Freightliner Submission
Freightliner object to this possession, however we will accept a 1630 Saturday start after the passage of diverted 4M87 path (Armitage @ 16/04 - estimated) because of engineering work at Manningtree in weeks 10, 11, 12 & 13. 
These services have already been planned & diagrammed using the Lichfield Chord.
Network Rail response
These weekends are vital to undertake Signalling preparatory works for the Commissioning in Week 22/23 and cannot be reduced. A route exists via Wichnor Junction, Water Orton, Sutton Park and Bushbury Junction to Stafford.

Details of possession in dispute

MD355 LICHFIELD TV JN TO LICHFIELD TRENT VALLEY

355.1 Lichfield TV Jn and Lichfield Trent Valley, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1000 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request). (NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper)

Freightliner Submission
Freightliner object to this possession, however we will accept a 1630 Saturday start after the passage of diverted 4M87 path (Armitage @ 16/04 - estimated) because of engineering work at Manningtree in weeks 10, 11, 12 & 13.

These services have already been planned & diagrammed using the Lichfield Chord.
Network Rail response
These weekends are vital to undertake Signalling preparatory works for the Commissioning in Week 22/23 and cannot be reduced. A route exists via Wichnor Junction, Water Orton, Sutton Park and Bushbury Junction to Stafford.

Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession to be amended to read:

(NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper – was a previous Dispute)

Registered as TTP 210
PPS Ref: P2008/ 835272

Week 9 Saturday 24th to Thursday 29th May 2008

At/Between: Atherstone and Armitage Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED

Times: 0030 Sat to 0530 Thu 
Work: Track & OLE in Preparation for signalling commissioning

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA THE WEST MIDLANDS. ACCESS RUGELEY POWER STATION FROM THE HEDNESFORD DIRECTION ONLY.
Freightliner Submission

Freightliner object to this possession, we require a W10 route to/from Lawley Street & Hams Hall from 0530 Tuesday. I note your comments in your response about this possession not affecting Nuneaton but from 0530 Tue to 0530 Wed there is no access through Nuneaton as was originally proposed and disputed.

Network Rail response
This dispute is derived from a separate possession between Shilton and Atherstone 00.30 Saturday 24th May to 09.30 Wednesday 28th May NOT forming part of Decision Document NAUM30. The work being undertaken in the Shilton and Atherstone possession is Signalling Commissioning at Nuneaton and the times cannot be reduced to accommodate Freightliner’s requirement. 
Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession to be amended to read:

PPS Ref: P2008/836253

Week 22 Saturday 23rd to Wednesday 27th August 2008
At/Between: Hillmorton Jn and Shilton
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Rugby Trent Valley Jn and Coventry South Jn
Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED
Times: 0130 Sat to 0500 Wed 

Work: Preparation for signalling commissioning

Traffic Remarks: 0130 SAT TO 1000 SAT TRAINS FROM THE SOUTH TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON, BETWEEN 1000 SAT TO 0100 SUN AT BLETCHLEY, 0830 SUN TO 1200 SUN AT WATFORD JN, FROM 1200 SUN TO 0300 TUE AT HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, FROM 0300 TUE TO 0500 WED AT NORTHAMPTON. 0300 SAT TO 0500 WED TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. 0300 SAT TO 1000 SAT AND 0300 TUE TO 0500 WED ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON UP YARD, KINGS HEATH TMD, DAVENTRY IRFT FROM THE SOUTH ONLY. 0300 SAT TO 0300 TUE NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON UP SIDE YARD, KINGS HEATH TMD AND DAVENTRY IRFT. 0300 SAT TO 0500 WED TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML. 

Freightliner Submission

FL had originally agreed with NR for a 74 hour blockade in the Rugby area from 0300 Saturday 23 to 0600 Tuesday 26 August 2008, the latest decision from NR is for the possession to start at 0130 Saturday 23 and finish 0500 Wednesday 27 August 2008. This possession was agreed for “Rugby remodelling & Signal Commissioning” NR has advised us that the work is now for “Track work, OHLE work and critical Signal Commissioning” that cannot be completed in the previously agreed possession. FL objects to this extension due to the fact that by moving the start from 0300 Sat to 0130 Sat a further 8 of FL key overnight services are affected and from 0600 Tuesday 26 August FL would wish to run a full service with electric traction and W10 gauge traffic (39 services affected). Full details of the additional effect on FL’s trains are shown in Appendix A.

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this weekend include the removal of the former Down Slow line and the re-instatement of Overhead Line Equipment, critical Signal Commissioning affecting both the north and south ends of Rugby Station area following refurbishment of the Up Coventry Flyover and re-modelling of the track layout. This prevents the use of the Down Coventry line as in previous weekends until 17.00 Saturday and the volume of works prevents re-opening on Tuesday morning. Network Rail cannot agree to the changes requested by Freightliner. The possession must go ahead as proposed in order to complete the vital works by the opening time of 05.00 Wednesday.

Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession to be amended to read:

PPS Ref: P2008/1006111

Week 22 to 24 Saturday 23rd August to Monday 8th September 2008
At/Between: Shilton and Colwich Jn 
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hawksbury Lane SB and Nuneaton South Jn 
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat 23/8 to 0530 Mon 8/9 
and

At/Between: Croft Sidings and Abbey Jn
Lines: Down and Up Hinckley BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Nuneaton North Jn and Daw Mill
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat 23/8 to 0530 Tue 26/8
Work: Signalling Commissioning (Nuneaton Interlockings – North, South, East, West and Atherstone).
Traffic Remarks: 0030 SAT 23/8 TO 0530 MON 8/9 

TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA WEST MIDLANDS. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN COVENTRY AND NUNEATON. ACCESS AVAILABLE BEDWORTH CALOR GAS SIDING FROM THE COVENTRY DIRECTION ONLY.

0030 SAT 23/8 TO 0530 TUE 26/8 

TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA TRENT, BURTON ON TRENT AND TAMWORTH. NO ACESS NUNEATON STATION. ACCESS DAW MILL COLLIERY FROM THE WHITACRE JN DIRECTION ONLY. BIRMINGHAM TO PETERBOROUGH SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT LEICESTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN BIRMINGHAM AND LEICESTER AND COVENTRY AND NUNEATON.

0530 TUE 26/8 TO 0530 MON 8/9

AT NUNEATON ACCESS AVAILABLE BETWEEN ARLEY AND HINCKLEY VIA PLATFORMS 6 & 7.

Freightliner Submission

6.2.2 FL had originally agreed for a 77 hour possession in the Nuneaton area. This possession was agreed for “Nuneaton Remodelling and TV4T”. This possession has subsequently been proposed as a 9 day blockade and the latest decision is for a 16 day blockade from 0030 Saturday 23 August and finish 0530 Monday 08 September 2008. FL is currently waiting for NR to determine what capacity exists for the diversion of all services via the West Midlands (a known capacity restriction). A blockade of this magnitude has never taken place and FL is unable to agree to such a blockade without being able to fully understand the effect on our train services. To date this work has not been completed. FL understands the need for a 9 day blockade based on 6 days of track work and 3 days of signal commissioning but NR has not been able to convince FL of the need for a 16 day blockade. This possession affects 62 services each day (out of a total of 99 services which FL operate a day). As so many services are affected it is vital that FL is in possession of the revised timetable so we can understand the impact on terminal turn-round times and train crew resources as this  could impact on FL’s ability to run all the services. Full details of the additional effect on FL’s trains are shown in Appendix B.

Network Rail response

There is an extensive programme of works covering the 16 days of this blockade. At Nuneaton there are several sets of switches and crossings to be removed/installed, new signals to be erected, Overhead Line Equipment changes and wiring, as well as subsequent signal commissioning.
Whilst it is acknowledged that the original possession proposals sought nine days this formed only one part of a larger possession requirement. The current proposals combine several closely related and inter-dependant items of works and their associated possessions into one major blockade that allows for the Trent Valley route to be returned to traffic as quickly as possible. Detailed investigations into staging all the works into separate weekends has shown that the Programme delivery date of December 2008 cannot be met. The Late Summer  Bank Holiday week and the following week to 8th September 2008 provide the only access period to utilise the Bank Holiday opportunity and quieter summer holiday weeks in one.

A timetable is being developed to cover West Midlands diversions for mid-week days (when the Trent Valley is closed) and Freight paths identified. In addition, Network Rail has undertaken considerable Freight Gauging enhancement works on alternative routes to Hams Hall and Lawley Street terminals in the West Midlands to assist EWS and other Operators to convey their normal traffic to their customers in this blockade period. 

Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession to be amended to read:

PPS Ref: P2008/8636351

Week 23 Saturday 30th August to Monday 1st September 2008

At/Between: Hilmorton Jn and Shilton

Lines: All BLOCKED

Times: 0030 Sat to 0500 Mon 
Work: Preparation for signalling commissioning.

Traffic Remarks: 

0030 SAT TO 0500 MON 
TRAINS TO BE DIVRTED VIA ACTON WELLS, OLD OAK COMMON, EARLING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR VIA NORTH LONDON LINE AND ECML. TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL/COVENTRY, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. 

0030 SAT TO 1700 SAT

A ROUTE AVAILABLE BETWEEN HILLMORTON JN AND COVENTRY ONLY FOR SPECIFIC DIESEL HAULED FREIGHT SERVICES TO TRAVEL OVER THE DOWN FAST BETWEEN HILLMORTON JN AND RUGBY, THEN DOWN COVENTRY BETWEEN RUGBY AND LONG LAWFORD. 
1700 SAT TO 0500 MON

ACCESS DAVENTRY IRFT FROM THE NORTHAMPTON DIRECTION ONLY.

Freightliner Submission
Freightliner object to this possession, we asked for a 1700 Saturday start with an electrified route. Network Rail cannot expect Freightliner to diesel haul all of our services between 0030 and 1700 Saturday, we do not have enough diesel locomotives for this.
Network Rail response
The key work being undertaken on this weekend includes extensive Overhead Line Equipment renewal/re-wiring at both ends of Rugby and these works are in close proximity to the Down Coventry Line contravening safety requirements, were the OLE above the Down Coventry Line live. Arrangements have already been agreed with the Project to maintain ONE open line (the Down Coventry Line) until 17.00 Saturday with the express intent of providing a route for key Freight traffic. It must, however, remain isolated to protect the workforce. 

Network Rail has already agreed to support financially the hiring in of necessary additional diesel locomotives to provide traction for key Freight services to operate.

Consequently, Network Rail cannot agree to Freightliner’s request. 




Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Crewe North – Preston Brook Possessions Weeks 25, 26, 27, 28 & 29.

Freightliner Submission

6.4.2 Throughout the PSN and ROTR process there has been a requirement for weekend possessions between Crewe North and Preston Brook Tunnel. This section of line is crucial to FL as its is the only electrified W10 route between Crewe and Scotland and Merseyside, FL currently serves 3 terminals in Merseyside at Ditton (Widnes), Garston and Seaforth. FL has consistently requested that the earliest start time for weekend possessions is 1200 Saturday, although 0600 Saturday was acceptable in exceptionable circumstances (i.e. a “one off” possession), due to the lack of a suitable diversionary route. FL agreed for the Engineering Period “E” (weeks 25-37) that the route would be blocked 1200 Saturday to 0215 Monday every week. The latest decision from NR is for a possession from 0020 Saturday to 0215 Monday on 5 weekends in weeks 25 - 29. This would affect 18 services. NR has advised FL that these possessions are for “Weaver Jn re-modelling and installing Type H turnouts” which require the amount of time, requested each weekend. FL has proposed that the 0020 Saturday start become 0320 Saturday start and the 0215 Monday finish become 0515 Monday to enable as many as possible electrically hauled W10 FL services to get through before the possession starts. This proposal does still seriously affect our ability to run electrically hauled W10 services (11 services affected) but we have offered this position as a compromise to enable NR to undertake the necessary works. Full details of the additional effect on FL’s trains are shown in Appendix C.

Network Rail response

In the period from Week 25 to Week 29 Network Rail is re-modelling Weaver Junction and installing new high speed - Type H – turnouts. These switches and crossings are very large and require the amount of time each weekend proposed. Weeks 27, 28 and 29 have previously been proposed and agreed by Freightliner and have been included in the published Rules of the Route Section 7. Weeks 25 and 26 are required to enable these critical works to be completed to programme.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 31 Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28th October 2008
At/Between: Rugby Trent Valley Jn and Atherstone

Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hawkesbury Lane
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Croft to Daw Mill
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat to 0530 Tue

Work: Nuneaton stage 2 commissioning Firewall possessions

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA THE WEST MIDLANDS. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA TRENT, BURTON ON TRENT AND TAMWORTH. NO ACESS NUNEATON STATION. ACCESS DAW MILL COLLIERY FROM THE WHITACRE JN DIRECTION ONLY. BIRMINGHAM TO PETERBOROUGH SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT LEICESTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN BIRMINGHAM AND LEICESTER AND COVENTRY AND NUNEATON.

Freightliner Submission
In addition to the 16 day blockade of Nuneaton, NR’s latest decision is for a further blockade from 0030 Saturday 25 to 0530 Tuesday 28 October 2008. NR has informed FL that this is a “Firewall Blockade”. It would only be used in the event of not all planned works being completed in the 16 day blockade. NR, in its justification for the 9/16 day blockade at Nuneaton has said that once work starts it can not give up the possession until all work is completed, therefore FL can see absolutely no logic or justification for this “Firewall Blockade”. FL is concerned by the principle of “Firewall Blockades”; we believe that booking additional disruptive blockades “just in case” work is not completed as planned adds unnecessary costs to the whole industry, as Network Rail will have to plan to staff and provide equipment for such blockades as well as causing further disruption to customers. The effects of this blockade are the same as the 16 day blockade and the trains effected are listed in Appendix B.

Network Rail response
Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Nuneaton Commissioning possession – Weeks 22 and 23 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 31 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.
Details of possession in dispute
Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession amended to read:

(NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper)
Registered as TTP 169
PPS Ref: P2008/1007054

Week 35 Friday 21st to Monday 24th November 2008

At/Between: Kilsby North and Shilton

Lines: All BLOCKED

and

At/Between: Daventry South Jn and Hillmorton Jn

Lines: Down and Up Northampton BLOCKED

and

At/Between: Rugby Trent Valley Jn and Coventry South Jn

Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED

Times: 2345 Fri 21/11 to 0530 Mon 24/11

Work: Remodelling and SSI Signalling Testing and Commissioning.

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS FROM THE SOUTH TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON, TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. NO ACCESS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND KINGS HEATH TMD, NORTHAMPTON YARD AND DAVENTRY IRFT. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

0015 SAT TO 0700 SAT 

ONE UP LINE AVAILABLE BETWEEN HILLMORTON AND EITHER LONG LAWFORD OR HIGH OAKS FOR SINGLE LINE WORKING.

Freightliner Submission

Acceptable to Freightliner if SLW/BiDi is on an electricfied line.

Network Rail response
An electrified line will be available for the passage of key services over the single line between Hillmorton and Coventry South from 00.15 Saturday to 07.00 Saturday.
Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

(NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper)

Registered as TTP 210
PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 37 Saturday 6th to Sunday 7th December 2008

At/Between: Hillmorton Jn and Shilton

Lines: All BLOCKED

and

At/Between: Trent Valley Jn and Brandon 

Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED

Times: 1030 Sat to 2100 Sun

Work: Contingency for stage J signal commissioning

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT NORTHAMPTON. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

Freightliner Submission

Freightliner object to this possession, however we will accept a 1700 Saturday start after the passage of 4M87 (Rugby Trent Valley Jn @ 16/29) 

Network Rail response
Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Rugby and reflects the critical time necessary to commission a number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Rugby Commissioning possession – Weeks 35 and 36 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 37 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2009 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 40/41 Thursday 1st to Monday 5th January 2009

(NOTE – this item is not listed in the Formal Dispute paper)

Registered as TTP 210
At/Between: Denbigh Hall North Jn and Hanslope Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED

Times: 0001 Thu 1/1 to 0300 Mon 5/1

Work: Signalling commissioning firewall possessions
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT BLETCHLEY. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON OR RUGBY. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

Freightliner Submission
Freightliner object in principle to Firewall possessions and therefore objects to this possession. It is unacceptable to request disruptive possessions for a ‘just in case’ scenario. 

Network Rail response
Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Milton Keynes Commissioning possession – Weeks 39 and 40 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 40/41 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.
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