Appendix F: Possessions in dispute and responses from both Network Rail and West Coast Trains
Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR section 4 possessions to be amended to read:

MD101 EUSTON TO ARMITAGE JN

101.10 Hillmorton Jn and Trent Valley Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1015 Sat to 0935 Sun All BLOCKED and weekend period ‘E’ amended to read 2210 Sat to 0945 Sun (Network Rail Request).

NOTE: Between Hillmorton Jn and Long Lawford, the Down Fast (between Hillmorton Jn and Rugby) and Down Coventry (between Rugby and Long Lawford) is available until 1700 Sat for nominated freight services only.

101.11 Trent Valley Jn and Nuneaton South Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1015 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request).

101.12 Nuneaton South Jn and Nuneaton North Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1015 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request). 

101.13 Nuneaton North Jn and Tamworth Low Level, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1000 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED  (Network Rail Request). 

101.14 Tamworth Low Level and Lichfield Trent Valley Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1000 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request). 

101.15 Lichfield Trent Valley Jn and Armitage Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1000 Sat to 0930 Sun All BLOCKED (Network Rail Request). 

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possessions at Rugby in periods D & E and Trent Valley in Period D2 because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· the possessions in Period D1 are not likely to be formally agreed and thus proposed, (following an expectation of dispute hearing{s} in May) within due T-12 timescales, thus being insufficient to provide robust & reliable information to passengers as well as being unable to open reservations;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· the severe constraints that such proposals will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail Submission

In connection with these proposals Network Rail has clarified with West Coast Trains that in Period D services can run through Rugby on Saturday mornings until 10.15. Further, the re-opening times of 09.35 in Period D and 09.45 in Period E are to meet the requirements of West Coast Trains. Timetabled Sunday diversions via the Trent Valley in Period D have already been identified as have the Period E Sunday diversions via the West Midlands. Network Rail has already offered to meet reasonable costs in accordance with Part G Network Code.

These additional proposals were advised as soon as they were available and it is noted that the T-12 timescales are unlikely to be met for the first proposals in Period D. However, these possessions are necessary to prepare both Rugby and Nuneaton schemes for the major possessions later in the year and their subsequent Signal Commissioning.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry. 
Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

MD301 RUGBY TRENT VALLEY JN TO PENKRIDGE (VIA BIRMINGHAM)

301.1 Trent Valley Jn and Coventry South Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 1730 Sat to 0500 Mon BLOCKED Electrical isolations Rugby to Coventry North to be lifted by 0450 Mon (Network Rail Request).

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possessions at Rugby in periods D & E and Trent Valley in Period D2 because of:

· the overall, and in Period D, excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· the possessions in Period D1 are not likely to be formally agreed and thus proposed, (following an expectation of dispute hearing{s} in May) within due T-12 timescales, thus being insufficient to provide robust & reliable information to passengers as well as being unable to open reservations;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

· the severe constraints that such proposals will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

In connection with these proposals Network Rail has clarified with West Coast Trains that in Period D services can run through Rugby on Saturday mornings until 10.15. Further, the re-opening times of 09.35 in Period D and 09.45 in Period E are to meet the requirements of West Coast Trains. Timetabled Sunday diversions via the Trent Valley in Period D have already been identified as have the Period E Sunday diversions via the West Midlands. Network Rail has already offered to meet reasonable costs in accordance with Part G Network Code.

These additional proposals were advised as soon as they were available and it is noted that the T-12 timescales are unlikely to be met for the first proposals in Period D. However, these possessions are necessary to prepare both Rugby and Nuneaton schemes for the major possessions later in the year and their subsequent Signal Commissioning.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

NW1001 ARMITAGE JN TO PRESTON FYLDE JN

1001.9 Crewe North Jn and Winsford South Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 0001 Sun to 0910 Sun BLOCKED until Sunday 13th July 2008  and 2300 Sat to 1025 Sun BLOCKED from Saturday 19th July 2008 

1001.10 Winsford South Jn and Weaver Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 0001 Sun to 0910 Sun BLOCKED until Sunday 13th July 2008  and 2300 Sat to 1025 Sun BLOCKED from Saturday 19th July 2008

1001.11 Weaver Jn and Acton Grange Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 2345 Sat to 0900 Sun BLOCKED until Sunday 13th July 2008  and 2300 Sat to 1025 Sun BLOCKED from Saturday 19th July 2008 
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possessions between Crewe - Acton Grange on Sunday Mornings in period D because of:

· the impact to our business, both operationally and commercially in conjunction with the additional Sunday morning requirements in association with the last bullet point set out below;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· an expectation that in the Summer Period, any impact (to that already agreed) in providing services to/from Liverpool during the “City of Culture” celebrations/events, will not be seen to be popular and/or nationally productive.

Network Rail response

Following the Programme Reviews early in 2008 it was clear that inadequate access existed between Crewe and Weaver to complete the remodelling works necessary for the December 2008 Timetable. The extension of Period D2 hours is felt to be the minimum increase necessary to carryout the track, Over Head Line and signalling preparatory works to the longer blocks in Period E – Weeks 25 to 29. In addition, provision had to be made in each Project to reduce any risk of over running. 

Detailed discussions with the Liverpool Capital of Culture managers in 2007 enabled Network Rail to plan significant line blockages on different weekends to avoid conflicts with what are likely to be popular events.

Details of possession in dispute

NW2001 WEAVER JN TO LIVEPOOL LIME STREET

2001.1 Weaver Jn and Sutton Weaver GF, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 0001 Sun to 0945 Sun BLOCKED until Sunday 13th July 2008 and 2300 Sat to 1025 Sun BLOCKED from Saturday 19th July 2008 

2001.2 Sutton Weaver GF and Ditton East Jn, Weekend period ‘D’ amended to read 0010 Sun to 0925 Sun BLOCKED until Sunday 13th July 2008  and 2300 Sat to 1025 Sun BLOCKED from Saturday 19th July 2008 

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possessions between Weaver Jn and Liverpool on Sunday Mornings in period D because of:

· the impact to our business, both operationally and commercially in conjunction with the additional Sunday morning requirements in association with the last bullet point set out below;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· an expectation that in the Summer Period, any impact (to that already agreed) in providing services to/from Liverpool during the “City of Culture” celebrations/events, will not be seen to be popular and/or nationally productive.

Network Rail response
Following the Programme Reviews early in 2008 it was clear that inadequate access existed between Crewe and Weaver to complete the remodelling works necessary for the December 2008 Timetable. The extension of Period D2 hours is felt to be the minimum increase necessary to carryout the track, Over Head Line and signalling preparatory works to the longer blocks in Period E – Weeks 25 to 29. In addition, provision had to be made in each Project to reduce any risk of over running. 

Detailed discussions with the Liverpool Capital of Culture managers in 2007 enabled Network Rail to plan significant line blockages on different weekends to avoid conflicts with what are likely to be popular events.

Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR section 7 possession to be amended to read:

PPS Ref: P2008/ 835272

Week 9 Saturday 24th to Thursday 29th May 2008
At/Between: Atherstone and Armitage Jn
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat to 0530 Thu 
Work: Track & OLE in Preparation for signalling commissioning

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA THE WEST MIDLANDS. ACCESS RUGELEY POWER STATION FROM THE HEDNESFORD DIRECTION ONLY.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the additional possession on the Wednesday only on the Trent Valley in week 9 because of:

· the additional impact to our business (bearing in mind that originally a southern end of the Trent Valley blockade occurred until the Tuesday – as agreed previously but subject to Network Change compensation) both operationally and commercially;

· this additional day on the Trent Valley is not likely to be formally agreed and thus proposed, (following an expectation of dispute hearing{s} in early May) within due T-12 timescales, thus being insufficient to provide robust & reliable information to passengers as well as being unable to open reservations;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h) (j); 

· the National upheaval in terms of capacity implications of diverting services via the West Midlands for another working weekday – Although Network Rail have textually confirmed that sufficient capacity will be available on the weekdays as per the timetable plan subsequently operated on Tuesday 25th March 2008, we still do not have documentary timetable evidence that this is possible to deliver);

· the severe constraints that such a proposal will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response
The work being undertaken on this Bank Holiday weekend is critical Signal Commissioning affecting both the north and south ends of Rugby Station area. Whilst for the majority of weekends surrounding Week 9 arrangements have been agreed to provide access through Rugby over a single line until 10.15 Saturday it cannot be provided for in Week 9 due to the volume of work being undertaken and the necessity to provide for a wheels free environment during the required times.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

A timetable is being developed to cover West Midlands diversions for mid-week days (when the Trent Valley is closed) and paths identified. This will be discussed with West Coast Trains.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 15 Saturday 5th to Sunday 6th July 2008
At/Between: Preston Fylde Jn and Lancaster South Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sat to 1300 Sun

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT PRESTON OR LANCASTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession north of Preston in Week 15 because of:

· the overall impact to our business on Sunday morning, both operationally and commercially;

· the possession not expected to be proposed within due T-12 timescales, thus being insufficient to provide robust & reliable information to passengers as well as being unable to open reservations;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

Weeks 15 to 19 - Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

The possessions on these weekends are necessary to complete Line Speed Enhancements works necessary to deliver the December 2008 timetable. These works include re-railing, through alignment tamping, re-sleepering and plain line track re-newals and are being undertaken in the “normal” period for line closures over this section of the West Coast Main Line. The weeks in question require an additional three hours on each occasion to the standard agreed arrangements – the revised 

hours are: -

Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

21.00 Saturday to 13.00 Sunday

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

A small number of West Coast Trains are affected by these possessions each week. Network Rail has already agreed to support a replacement road service for these services as necessary.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 16 Saturday 12th to Sunday 13th July 2008
At/Between: Preston Fylde Jn and Lancaster South Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sat to 1300 Sun

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT PRESTON OR LANCASTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession north of Preston in Week 16 because of:

· the overall impact to our business on Sunday morning, both operationally and commercially;

· the possession not expected to be proposed within due T-12 timescales, thus being insufficient to provide robust & reliable information to passengers as well as being unable to open reservations;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

Network Rail response

Weeks 15 to 19 - Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

The possessions on these weekends are necessary to complete Line Speed Enhancements works necessary to deliver the December 2008 timetable. These works include re-railing, through alignment tamping, re-sleepering and plain line track re-newals and are being undertaken in the “normal” period for line closures over this section of the West Coast Main Line. The weeks in question require an additional three hours on each occasion to the standard agreed arrangements – the revised 

hours are: -

Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

21.00 Saturday to 13.00 Sunday

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

A small number of West Coast Trains are affected by these possessions each week. Network Rail has already agreed to support a replacement road service for these services as necessary.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 17 Saturday 19th to Sunday 20th July 2008
At/Between: Preston Fylde Jn and Lancaster South Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sat to 1300 Sun

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT PRESTON OR LANCASTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession north of Preston in Week 17 because of:

· the overall impact to our business on Sunday morning, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

Network Rail response

Weeks 15 to 19 - Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

The possessions on these weekends are necessary to complete Line Speed Enhancements works necessary to deliver the December 2008 timetable. These works include re-railing, through alignment tamping, re-sleepering and plain line track re-newals and are being undertaken in the “normal” period for line closures over this section of the West Coast Main Line. The weeks in question require an additional three hours on each occasion to the standard agreed arrangements – the revised 

hours are: -

Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

21.00 Saturday to 13.00 Sunday

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

A small number of West Coast Trains are affected by these possessions each week. Network Rail has already agreed to support a replacement road service for these services as necessary.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 17 Sunday 20th to Monday 21st July 2008
At/Between: Crewe North Jn and Cheadle Hulme

Lines: Down and Up Wilmslow BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sun to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA STOKE ON TRENT AND MACCLESFIELD OR VIA CHAT MOSS AND WCML. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO DIVERT VIA STYAL AND START/TERMINATE AT WILMSLOW. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE. A ROUTE TO BE MAINTAINED FROM CREWE TO NORTHWICH VIA THE MANCHESTER INDENPENTS AND SANDBACH. 

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession between Crewe and Cheadle in week 17 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

The work in these weeks is Plain Line Track renewals on the Manchester Lines preventing Passenger services calling at Crewe from using the route. A diversionary route for London to Manchester services is available via Stoke on Trent and network Rail has already agreed to support reasonable costs and compensation under the Network Code.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 18 Saturday 26th to Sunday 27th July 2008
At/Between: Preston Fylde Jn and Lancaster South Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sat to 1300 Sun

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT PRESTON OR LANCASTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession north of Preston in Week 18 because of:

· the overall impact to our business on Sunday morning, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

Network Rail response

Weeks 15 to 19 - Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

The possessions on these weekends are necessary to complete Line Speed Enhancements works necessary to deliver the December 2008 timetable. These works include re-railing, through alignment tamping, re-sleepering and plain line track re-newals and are being undertaken in the “normal” period for line closures over this section of the West Coast Main Line. The weeks in question require an additional three hours on each occasion to the standard agreed arrangements – the revised 

hours are: -

Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

21.00 Saturday to 13.00 Sunday

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

A small number of West Coast Trains are affected by these possessions each week. Network Rail has already agreed to support a replacement road service for these services as necessary.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 18 Saturday 26th to Monday 28th July 2008
At/Between: Oxenholme and Hardendale 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0415 Sat to 2000 Sat

and

At/Between: Oxenholme and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2000 Sat to 2310 Sat

and

At/Between: Carnforth North Jn and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2310 Sat to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA SETTLE AND APPLEBY. TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT LANCASTER OR PENRITH, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. 2000 SAT TO 0400 MON NO ACCESS HARDENDALE AND HARRISON SIDINGS. 2310 SAT TO 0400 MON AT OXENHOLME NO ACCESS WINDERMERE. FREIGHT TO BE RE-TIMED. SUN/MON SLEEPER TO BE DIVERTED VIA ECML

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession north of Carnforth in week 18 (and in direct conjunction with the above Preston to Lancaster possession) because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· Confirmation from Network Rail that we will not be able to run key morning services from Carlisle on Monday [1R21 & 1A25] as well as the requirement for appropriate paths to be made available to move their applicable ECS movements.

Network Rail response

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

These possessions are booked to be complete by 04.00 on Monday morning and Network Rail believes that there is sufficient time available for the Empty Coaching Stock moves necessary to form 1R21 & 1A25 on Monday morning to be undertaken in a timely manner.
Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 18 Sunday 27th to Monday 28th July 2008
At/Between: Crewe North Jn and Cheadle Hulme

Lines: Down and Up Wilmslow BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sun to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA STOKE ON TRENT AND MACCLESFIELD OR VIA CHAT MOSS AND WCML. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO DIVERT VIA STYAL AND START/TERMINATE AT WILMSLOW. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE. A ROUTE TO BE MAINTAINED FROM CREWE TO NORTHWICH VIA THE MANCHESTER INDENPENTS AND SANDBACH. 

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession between Crewe and Cheadle in week 18 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j);
Network Rail response

The work in these weeks is Plain Line Track renewals on the Manchester Lines preventing Passenger services calling at Crewe from using the route. A diversionary route for London to Manchester services is available via Stoke on Trent and network Rail has already agreed to support reasonable costs and compensation under the Network Code.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 19 Saturday 2nd to Sunday 3rd August 2008
At/Between: Preston Fylde Jn and Lancaster South Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sat to 1300 Sun

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT PRESTON OR LANCASTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession north of Preston in Week 19 because of:

· the overall impact to our business on Sunday morning, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

Network Rail response

Weeks 15 to 19 - Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

The possessions on these weekends are necessary to complete Line Speed Enhancements works necessary to deliver the December 2008 timetable. These works include re-railing, through alignment tamping, re-sleepering and plain line track re-newals and are being undertaken in the “normal” period for line closures over this section of the West Coast Main Line. The weeks in question require an additional three hours on each occasion to the standard agreed arrangements – the revised 

hours are: -

Preston Fylde Jn – Lancaster South Jn;

21.00 Saturday to 13.00 Sunday

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

A small number of West Coast Trains are affected by these possessions each week. Network Rail has already agreed to support a replacement road service for these services as necessary.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry
Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 19 Saturday 2nd to Monday 4th August 2008
At/Between: Oxenholme and Hardendale 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0415 Sat to 2000 Sat

and

At/Between: Oxenholme and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2000 Sat to 2310 Sat

and

At/Between: Carnforth North Jn and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2310 Sat to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA SETTLE AND APPLEBY. TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT LANCASTER OR PENRITH, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. 2000 SAT TO 0400 MON NO ACCESS HARDENDALE AND HARRISON SIDINGS. 2310 SAT TO 0400 MON AT OXENHOLME NO ACCESS WINDERMERE. FREIGHT TO BE RE-TIMED. SUN/MON SLEEPER TO BE DIVERTED VIA ECML

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession north of Carnforth in week 19 (and in direct conjunction with the above Preston to Lancaster possession) because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· Confirmation from Network Rail that we will not be able to run key morning services from Carlisle on Monday [1R21 & 1A25] as well as the requirement for appropriate paths to be made available to move their applicable ECS movements.

Network Rail Submission

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

These possessions are booked to be complete by 04.00 on Monday morning and Network Rail believes that there is sufficient time available for the Empty Coaching Stock moves necessary to form 1R21 & 1A25 on Monday morning to be undertaken in a timely manner.
Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 20 Saturday 9th to Monday 11th August 2008
At/Between: Oxenholme and Hardendale 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0415 Sat to 2000 Sat

and

At/Between: Oxenholme and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2000 Sat to 2310 Sat

and

At/Between: Carnforth North Jn and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2310 Sat to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA SETTLE AND APPLEBY. TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT LANCASTER OR PENRITH, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. 2000 SAT TO 0400 MON NO ACCESS HARDENDALE AND HARRISON SIDINGS. 2310 SAT TO 0400 MON AT OXENHOLME NO ACCESS WINDERMERE. FREIGHT TO BE RE-TIMED. SUN/MON SLEEPER TO BE DIVERTED VIA ECML

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession north of Carnforth in week 20 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· Confirmation from Network Rail that we will not be able to run key morning services from Carlisle on Monday [1R21 & 1A25] as well as the requirement for appropriate paths to be made available to move their applicable ECS movements.

Network Rail response

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

These possessions are booked to be complete by 04.00 on Monday morning and Network Rail believes that there is sufficient time available for the Empty Coaching Stock moves necessary to form 1R21 & 1A25 on Monday morning to be undertaken in a timely manner.

Details of possession in dispute
Existing LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/869953

Week 21 Friday 15th to Monday 18th August 2008
At/Between: Denbigh Hall North Jn and Hanslope Jn

Lines: Down and Up Slow BLOCKED
Times: 2200 Fri to 0930 Sat

and

At/Between: Denbigh Hall North Jn and Hanslope Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0930 Sat to 0300 Mon

Work: Install S&C
Traffic Remarks: 
2200 FRI TO 0930 SAT TRAINS TO BE TRAVEL OVER FAST LINES. 2200 FRI TO 0300 MON NO ACCESS MILTON KEYNES CENTRAL BAY PLATFORM AND WOLVERTON RAILCARE SIDINGS. 0930 SAT TO 0300 MON TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT BLETCHLEY. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

West Coast Trains Submission

Whilst WCTL accept the Friday Night/ Saturday morning SL proposal, it disputes the Saturday & Sunday possession at Milton Keynes in week 21 because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· the severe constraints that such a proposal will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

This possession is one where work on installing several sets of switches and crossings is scheduled over weeks 21 and 22 as part of the major re-modelling of Milton Keynes. A significant amount of work is necessary and the extent of the possession for Week 21 has already been reduced to accommodate customers.

The Project is, however, able to re-schedule works affecting the Down Fast line until  15.30 to accommodate some services.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations at Milton Keynes in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 21 Saturday 16th to Monday 18th August 2008
At/Between: Oxenholme and Hardendale 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0415 Sat to 2000 Sat

and

At/Between: Oxenholme and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2000 Sat to 2310 Sat

and

At/Between: Carnforth North Jn and Penrith 

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2310 Sat to 0400 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA SETTLE AND APPLEBY. TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT LANCASTER OR PENRITH, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. 2000 SAT TO 0400 MON NO ACCESS HARDENDALE AND HARRISON SIDINGS. 2310 SAT TO 0400 MON AT OXENHOLME NO ACCESS WINDERMERE. FREIGHT TO BE RE-TIMED. SUN/MON SLEEPER TO BE DIVERTED VIA ECML

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession north of Carnforth in week 21 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); and 

· Confirmation from Network Rail that we will not be able to run key morning services from Carlisle on Monday [1R21 & 1A25] as well as the requirement for appropriate paths to be made available to move their applicable ECS movements.

Network Rail response

This period represents the quietest time over the route and allows for a high level of efficiency and output for the Project. All necessary plant, equipment and resources are committed to these possessions as proposed and these proposals have already been subject to review and amendment – they now represent the minimum number of occasions and shortest number of hours necessary to complete the outputs.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry

These possessions are booked to be complete by 04.00 on Monday morning and Network Rail believes that there is sufficient time available for the Empty Coaching Stock moves necessary to form 1R21 & 1A25 on Monday morning to be undertaken in a timely manner.
Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/836253

Week 22 Saturday 23rd to Wednesday 27th August 2008
At/Between: Hillmorton Jn and Shilton
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Rugby Trent Valley Jn and Coventry South Jn
Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED
Times: 0130 Sat to 0500 Wed 

Work: Preparation for signalling commissioning

Traffic Remarks: 0130 SAT TO 1000 SAT TRAINS FROM THE SOUTH TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON, BETWEEN 1000 SAT TO 0100 SUN AT BLETCHLEY, 0830 SUN TO 1200 SUN AT WATFORD JN, FROM 1200 SUN TO 0300 TUE AT HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, FROM 0300 TUE TO 0500 WED AT NORTHAMPTON. 0300 SAT TO 0500 WED TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. 0300 SAT TO 1000 SAT AND 0300 TUE TO 0500 WED ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON UP YARD, KINGS HEATH TMD, DAVENTRY IRFT FROM THE SOUTH ONLY. 0300 SAT TO 0300 TUE NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON UP SIDE YARD, KINGS HEATH TMD AND DAVENTRY IRFT. 0300 SAT TO 0500 WED TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML. 
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession (Tuesday only) at Rugby in week 22 because of:

· the additional impact to our business, both operationally and commercially particularly as it involves a weekday;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); and 

· the severe constraints that such proposals will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this weekend include the removal of the former Down Slow line and the re-instatement of Overhead Line Equipment, critical Signal Commissioning affecting both the north and south ends of Rugby Station area following refurbishment of the Up Coventry Flyover and re-modelling of the track layout. The volume of works necessary to bring these onto use requires the extension into Tuesday of the Bank Holiday week.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

Existing LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/1006111

Week 22 to 24 Saturday 23rd August to Monday 8th September 2008
At/Between: Shilton and Colwich Jn 
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hawksbury Lane SB and Nuneaton South Jn 
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat 23/8 to 0530 Mon 8/9 
and

At/Between: Croft Sidings and Abbey Jn
Lines: Down and Up Hinckley BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Nuneaton North Jn and Daw Mill
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat 23/8 to 0530 Tue 26/8
Work: Signalling Commissioning (Nuneaton Interlockings – North, South, East, West and Atherstone).
Traffic Remarks: 0030 SAT 23/8 TO 0530 MON 8/9 

TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA WEST MIDLANDS. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN COVENTRY AND NUNEATON. ACCESS AVAILABLE BEDWORTH CALOR GAS SIDING FROM THE COVENTRY DIRECTION ONLY.

0030 SAT 23/8 TO 0530 TUE 26/8 

TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA TRENT, BURTON ON TRENT AND TAMWORTH. NO ACESS NUNEATON STATION. ACCESS DAW MILL COLLIERY FROM THE WHITACRE JN DIRECTION ONLY. BIRMINGHAM TO PETERBOROUGH SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT LEICESTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN BIRMINGHAM AND LEICESTER AND COVENTRY AND NUNEATON.

0530 TUE 26/8 TO 0530 MON 8/9

AT NUNEATON ACCESS AVAILABLE BETWEEN ARLEY AND HINCKLEY VIA PLATFORMS 6 & 7.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession on the Trent Valley between Weeks {22} 23 to 24 because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially particularly as it includes weekdays;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 

· the severe constraints that such proposals will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

· the National upheaval in terms of capacity implications of diverting services via the West Midlands for two weeks – WCTL still wishes to see clarification that the timetable plan subsequently operated on Tuesday 25th March 2008, can be delivered each day during this blockade taking cognisance of the fact that Rugby (subject to dispute) is also blocked over the three weekends, and in conjunction with other engineering works that maybe ensuing elsewhere on the Network, 

· NOTE: WCTL has already agreed to the period originally proposed (subject to compensation matters being resolved, but DOES NOT AGREE to the second week ie. from 05.30 Mon 1st to 05.30 Mon 8th September inc.

Network Rail response
There is an extensive programme of works covering the 16 days of this blockade. At Nuneaton there are several sets of switches and crossings to be removed/installed, new signals to be erected, Overhead Line Equipment changes and wiring, as well as subsequent signal commissioning.

Network Rail appreciate that West Coast Trains accepted the original possession proposals fort nine days these formed only one part of a larger possession requirement. The current proposals combine several closely related and inter-dependant items of works and their associated possessions into one major blockade that allows for the Trent Valley route to be returned to traffic as quickly as possible. Detailed investigations into staging all the works into separate weekends has shown that the Programme delivery date of December 2008 cannot be met. The Late Summer  Bank Holiday week and the following week to 8th September 2008 provide the only access period to utilise the Bank Holiday opportunity and quieter summer holiday weeks in one.

A timetable is being developed to cover West Midlands diversions for mid-week days (when the Trent Valley is closed) and paths identified. This will be discussed with West Coast Trains.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 25 Sunday 14th to Monday 15th September 2008
At/Between: Colwich Jn and Macclesfield

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0005 Sun to 0530 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA CREWE AND WILMSLOW. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO SHUTTLE BETWEEN MACCLESFIELD AND MANCHESTER. EAST MIDLANDS TRAIN SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT UTTOXETER. NO ACCESS MARCROFT ENGINEERING SIDINGS, STOKE ON TRENT STATION,  LNW YARD AND LONGPORT FREIGHT DEPOT. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN STAFFORD, STOKE AND MACCLESFIELD & UTTOXETER, STOKE & CREWE.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession on the Potteries in week 25 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this possession include follow up works to the Blockade works and Signal Commissioning. A diversionary route is available via Crewe with very little impact on overall journey times. Additionally, Network Rail has agreed to meet reasonable additional costs/compensation under the Network Code. The weeks involved – Weeks 25-28 – represent the earliest opportunity to complete the Project works on the Stoke route to support the December 2008 timetable.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 26 Saturday 20th to Monday 22nd September 2008
At/Between: Crewe North Jn and Preston Brook Tunnel

Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Weaver Jn and Ditton East Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0020 Sat to 0215 Mon

Traffic Remarks: 0020 SAT TO 1200 SAT TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA WILMSLOW, STOCKPORT, MANCHESTER AND CHAT MOSS. 1200 SAT TO 0215 MON TRAINS TIMETABLED VIA MANCHESTER. FRI/SAT SLEEPERS TO DIVERT VIA ECML.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession between Crewe and Liverpool / Preston in week 26 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

· a requirement during this weekend to maintain a through electrified route to Liverpool at all times, thus providing essential service provision for the Liverpool “City of Culture” celebrations & closing event as provided for in the ROTR and December 2006 Virgin West Coast / Network Rail Settlement Agreement.

Network Rail response

In the period from Week 25 to Week 29 Network Rail is re-modelling Weaver Junction and installing new high speed – Type H – turnouts. These switches and crossings are very large and require the amount of time each weekend proposed. Weeks 27, 28 and 29 have previously been proposed and agreed and have been included in the published Rules of the Route Section 7. Weeks 25 and 26 are required to enable these critical works to be completed to programme. No access can be provided during the possession times.

Detailed discussions with the Liverpool Capital of Culture managers in 2007 enabled Network Rail to plan significant line blockages on different weekends to avoid conflicts with what are likely to be popular events. The placing of these major possessions in Weeks 25 – 29 is in line with these discussions.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 26 Sunday 21st to Monday 22nd September 2008
At/Between: Colwich Jn and Macclesfield

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0005 Sun to 0530 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA CREWE AND WILMSLOW. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO SHUTTLE BETWEEN MACCLESFIELD AND MANCHESTER. EAST MIDLANDS TRAIN SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT UTTOXETER. NO ACCESS MARCROFT ENGINEERING SIDINGS, STOKE ON TRENT STATION,  LNW YARD AND LONGPORT FREIGHT DEPOT. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN STAFFORD, STOKE AND MACCLESFIELD & UTTOXETER, STOKE & CREWE.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession on the Potteries in week 26 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this possession include follow up works to the Blockade works and Signal Commissioning. A diversionary route is available via Crewe with very little impact on overall journey times. Additionally, Network Rail has agreed to meet reasonable additional costs/compensation under the Network Code. The weeks involved – Weeks 25-28 – represent the earliest opportunity to complete the Project works on the Stoke route to support the December 2008 timetable.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 27 Sunday 28th to Monday 29th September 2008
At/Between: Colwich Jn and Macclesfield

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0005 Sun to 0530 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA CREWE AND WILMSLOW. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO SHUTTLE BETWEEN MACCLESFIELD AND MANCHESTER. EAST MIDLANDS TRAIN SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT UTTOXETER. NO ACCESS MARCROFT ENGINEERING SIDINGS, STOKE ON TRENT STATION,  LNW YARD AND LONGPORT FREIGHT DEPOT. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN STAFFORD, STOKE AND MACCLESFIELD AND UTTOXETER, STOKE AND CREWE.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above extended possession on the Potteries in week 27 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this possession include follow up works to the Blockade works and Signal Commissioning. A diversionary route is available via Crewe with very little impact on overall journey times. Additionally, Network Rail has agreed to meet reasonable additional costs/compensation under the Network Code. The weeks involved – Weeks 25-28 – represent the earliest opportunity to complete the Project works on the Stoke route to support the December 2008 timetable.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 28 Sunday 5th to Monday 6th October 2008
At/Between: Colwich Jn and Macclesfield

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0005 Sun to 0530 Mon

Work: Line Speed Enhancements
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA CREWE AND WILMSLOW. NORTHERN RAIL SERVICES TO SHUTTLE BETWEEN MACCLESFIELD AND MANCHESTER. EAST MIDLANDS TRAIN SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT UTTOXETER. NO ACCESS MARCROFT ENGINEERING SIDINGS, STOKE ON TRENT STATION,  LNW YARD AND LONGPORT FREIGHT DEPOT. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN STAFFORD, STOKE AND MACCLESFIELD AND UTTOXETER, STOKE AND CREWE.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL dispute the above extended possession on the Potteries in Wk 28 because of:

· the overall impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

The works being undertaken in this possession include follow up works to the Blockade works and Signal Commissioning. A diversionary route is available via Crewe with very little impact on overall journey times. Additionally, Network Rail has agreed to meet reasonable additional costs/compensation under the Network Code. The weeks involved – Weeks 25-28 – represent the earliest opportunity to complete the Project works on the Stoke route to support the December 2008 timetable.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 28 Saturday 4th to Monday 6th October 2008
At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Daventry North Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 1000 Sat to 1900 Sat

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 1900 Sat to 2320 Sat

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn (inc) and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: Down and Up Slow/Northampton BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn (inc) and Blisworth

Lines: Down and Up Fast/Main BLOCKED
Times: 2320 Sat to 0915 Sun

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0915 Sun to 2100 Sun

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Daventry North Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sun to 0400 Mon

Work: Signal installation, testing and pre-commissioning

Traffic Remarks:  1000 SAT TO 2320 SAT AND 0915 SUN TO 0400 MON TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA WEEDON. 1000 SAT TO 0400 MON TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT MILTON KEYNES, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. NORTHAMPTON TO BIRMINGHAM SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN COVENTRY AND BIRMINGHAM ONLY ?????, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON RIVERSIDE SIDINGS, KINGS HEATH DEPOT AND NORTHAMPTON YARD.
1000 SAT TO 1900 SAT AND SUN 2100 SUN TO 0400 MON ACCESS DAVENTRY IRFT FROM THE RUGBY DIRECTION ONLY.

1900 SAT TO 2100 SUN

NO ACCESS DAVENTRY IRFT.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possessions at Rugby and Northampton in week 28 because of:

· the overall and potentially excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially; but in particular we seek a requirement to understand the timetable and capacity affect on our business of diverting, (particularly on the Saturday morning), all traffic including Freight via the Old Lines (Weedon); Although Network Rail have informed us textually that WCTL will be able to operate a full service during this period, we still have not seen a timetable to support such statement;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 

· the comments (as above) highlight that all services term / start at Milton Keynes with buses forward to Birningham international – Is this correct as the lines are open via Weedon all weekend including Rugby (exc Sat night) ????

· the severe constraints that such a proposal will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

The Traffic remarks outlined in red above are incorrect and Network Rail apologise for the confusion. It is Network Rail’s intention to seek an All Lines Block affecting Hanslope Junction on this weekend but only in the planned No Booked Service period from 2320 Sat to 0915 Sun. At other times services will be able to run.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 31 Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28th October 2008
At/Between: Rugby Trent Valley Jn and Atherstone

Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hawkesbury Lane
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Croft to Daw Mill
Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0030 Sat to 0530 Tue

Work: Nuneaton stage 2 commissioning Firewall possessions

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA THE WEST MIDLANDS. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA TRENT, BURTON ON TRENT AND TAMWORTH. NO ACESS NUNEATON STATION. ACCESS DAW MILL COLLIERY FROM THE WHITACRE JN DIRECTION ONLY. BIRMINGHAM TO PETERBOROUGH SERVICES TO START/TERMINATE AT LEICESTER, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE BETWEEN BIRMINGHAM AND LEICESTER AND COVENTRY AND NUNEATON.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above FIREWALL possession on the Trent Valley in Week 31 because of:

· the potential additional impact to our business, both operationally and commercially particularly as it includes a weekday;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 

· the National upheaval in terms of capacity implications of diverting services via the West Midlands on this weekend as well as one additional weekday – WCTL still wishes to see clarification that the timetable plan subsequently operated on Tuesday 25th March 2008, can be delivered during this blockade;

· the severe constraints that such proposals will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Nuneaton Commissioning possession – Weeks 22 and 23 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 31 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of possession in dispute

LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 34 Saturday 15th to Monday 17th November 2008
At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Daventry North Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 1000 Sat to 1900 Sat

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 1900 Sat to 2320 Sat

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn (inc) and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: Down and Up Slow/Northampton BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn (inc) and Blisworth

Lines: Down and Up Fast/Main BLOCKED
Times: 2320 Sat to 0915 Sun

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Hillmorton Jn (via Northampton)

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0915 Sun to 2100 Sun

and

At/Between: Hanslope Jn and Daventry North Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 2100 Sun to 0400 Mon

Work: Signal commission and re-control

Traffic Remarks:  1000 SAT TO 2320 SAT AND 0915 SUN TO 0400 MON TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA WEEDON. 1000 SAT TO 0400 MON TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE AT MILTON KEYNES, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. NORTHAMPTON TO BIRMINGHAM SERVICES TO OPERATE BETWEEN COVENTRY AND BIRMINGHAM ONLY, RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON RIVERSIDE SIDINGS, KINGS HEATH DEPOT AND NORTHAMPTON YARD.
1000 SAT TO 1900 SAT AND SUN 2100 SUN TO 0400 MON ACCESS DAVENTRY IRFT FROM THE RUGBY DIRECTION ONLY.

1900 SAT TO 2100 SUN

NO ACCESS DAVENTRY IRFT.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possessions at Rugby and Northampton in week 34 because of:

· the overall and potentially excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially; but in particular we seek a requirement to understand the timetable and capacity affect on our business of diverting, (particularly on the Saturday morning), all traffic including Freight via the Old Lines (Weedon); Although Network Rail have informed us textually that WCTL will be able to operate a full service during this period, we still have not seen a timetable to support such statement;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 

· the comments (as above) highlight that all services term / start at Milton Keynes with buses forward to Birningham international – Is this correct as the lines are open via Weedon all weekend and via Rugby on the Saturday (Sat night / and all day Sunday Rugby is closed – NAM-346 refers) ????

· the severe constraints that such a proposal will put onto WCTL VHF Driver Training Programme, such that there would be considerable risk to the delivery of the December 2008 timetable; this also in conjunction associated with the unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts (k), (o);

Network Rail response

The Traffic remarks outlined in red above are incorrect and Network Rail apologise for the confusion. It is Network Rail’s intention to seek an All Lines Block affecting Hanslope Junction on this weekend but only in the planned No Booked Service period from 2320 Sat to 0915 Sun. At other times services will be able to run.

Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2008 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 37 Saturday 6th to Sunday 7th December 2008
At/Between: Hillmorton Jn and Shilton
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Trent Valley Jn and Brandon 
Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED
Times: 1030 Sat to 2100 Sun

Work: Contingency for stage J signal commissioning

Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT NORTHAMPTON. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession at Rugby and on the Trent Valley in week 37 because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (j); 

Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Rugby and reflects the critical time necessary to commission a number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Rugby Commissioning possession – Weeks 35 and 36 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 37 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2009 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 39/40 Wednesday 24th to Monday 29th December 2008
At/Between: Hillmorton Jn and Shilton
Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Trent Valley Jn and Brandon 
Lines: Down and Up Coventry BLOCKED
Times: 2300 Wed 24/12 to 0300 Mon 29/12

Work: Follow up works from Signalling Commissioning
Traffic Remarks: 
2300 WED 24/12 TO 0600 SAT 27/12

CHRISTMAS NO TRAIN PERIOD

0600 SAT 27/12 TO 0300 MON 29/12

TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT NORTHAMPTON. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT COVENTRY OR BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL. RAIL REPLACEMENT ROAD SERVICE TO OPERATE. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession at Rugby and on the Trent Valley in weeks 39/40 (Christmas) because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially, particularly when the VHF timetable frequency is expected to be in place alongside an already very disrupted period with Milton Keynes already closed;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 

· The two days of operation following Christmas shutdown, are the busiest of the year, and any exacerbation over and above the already agreed Milton Keynes closure, will not be tolerated.  

Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Rugby and reflects the critical time necessary to commission a number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Rugby Commissioning possession – Weeks 35/36 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 39/40proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2009 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2008/xxxxxx

Week 40/41 Thursday 1st to Monday 5th January 2009
At/Between: Denbigh Hall North Jn and Hanslope Jn

Lines: All BLOCKED
Times: 0001 Thu 1/1 to 0300 Mon 5/1

Work: Signalling commissioning firewall possessions
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT BLETCHLEY. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT NORTHAMPTON OR RUGBY. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional FIREWALL possession at Milton Keynes in weeks 40/41 (New Year) because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially, particularly when the VHF timetable frequency is expected to be in place;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 
· The days of operation following New Year, are some of the busiest of the year (note the Rugby Overrun this year), and any exacerbation over and above that already agreed through ROTR processes will not be tolerated.  
Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Milton Keynes Commissioning possession – Weeks 39 and 40 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 40/41 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2009 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2009/xxxxxx

Week 3 Saturday 12th to Monday 14th April 2009
At/Between: Northampton South Jn and Hillmorton Jn (inc)

Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Kilsby and Hillmorton Jn (inc)

Lines: Down and Up Main BLOCKED
Times: 0730 Sat to 1200 Mon

Work: Signalling commissioning and re-control
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT MILTON KEYNES CENTRAL. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT RUGBY. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML. NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON RIVERSIDE SIDINGS, NORTHAMPTON YARD, KINGS HEATH DEPOT AND DAVENTRY IRFT.

West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession at Rugby in week 3 (Easter) because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially, particularly when the VHF timetable frequency is expected to be in place;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 
· The days of operation following New Year, are some of the busiest of the year (note the Rugby Overrun this year), and any exacerbation over and above that already agreed through ROTR processes will not be tolerated.  
Network Rail response

This possession is aligned with the possessions at Bletchley 10.00 Saturday to 13.30 Monday which prevent access to and from London by the west Coast main Line. The West Coast Trains VHF Timetable is already impacted and it is believed that to curtail the services at Rugby provides the least impact on overall journeys in this period.

The reference to New Year is not understood.

Details of possession in dispute
LNW 2009 ROTR additional possession request for section 7:

PPS Ref: P2009/xxxxxx

Week 6 Saturday 2nd to Monday 4th May 2009
At/Between: Northampton South Jn and Hillmorton Jn (inc)

Lines: All BLOCKED
and

At/Between: Kilsby and Hillmorton Jn (inc)

Lines: Down and Up Main BLOCKED
Times: 0730 Sat to 1200 Mon

Work: Signalling commissioning and re-control
Traffic Remarks: TRAINS TO START/TERMINATE FROM THE SOUTH AT MILTON KEYNES CENTRAL. TRAINS TO/FROM THE NORTH TO START/TERMINATE AT RUGBY. TRAINS TO BE DIVERTED VIA ACTON WELLS, ACTON MAIN LINE, EALING BROADWAY, GREENFORD, SOUTH RUISLIP, CHILTERNS, BANBURY AND LEAMINGTON OR NORTH LONDON LINE, KINGS CROSS INCLINE AND ECML. NO ACCESS NORTHAMPTON STATION, NORTHAMPTON RIVERSIDE SIDINGS, NORTHAMPTON YARD, KINGS HEATH DEPOT AND DAVENTRY IRFT.
West Coast Trains Submission

WCTL disputes the above additional possession at Rugby in week 6 (Mayday) because of:

· the overall and excessive impact to our business, both operationally and commercially, particularly when the VHF timetable frequency is expected to be in place;

· unreasonable application of Decision Criteria parts ‘(c), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j); 
· The days of operation following New Year, are some of the busiest of the year (note the Rugby Overrun this year), and any exacerbation over and above that already agreed through ROTR processes will not be tolerated.  
Network Rail response

This possession is aligned with the possessions at Bletchley 10.00 Saturday to 13.30 Monday which prevent access to and from London by the west Coast main Line. The West Coast Trains VHF Timetable is already impacted and it is believed that to curtail the services at Rugby provides the least impact on overall journeys in this period.

The reference to New Year is not understood.

Items raised by West Coast Trains directly in their submitted documentation: -

OTHER SPECIFIC issues TO BE raised 

To be used in conjunction with Network Rail’s Response – see Annex “F”

Details of possession in dispute
Period D2 ~ Armitage to Preston Fylde Jn /Weaver Jn to Liverpool Lime Street

West Coast Trains Submission

7.1.1
The reason for disputing the above Period Possession extensions (approx one hour on standard NBS times) other than for those reasons set out above under Section 6, is because of the affect to the provision of 1A22 09.15 from Liverpool, a City which is currently celebrating its status as European Capital of Culture. 

7.1.2 This all year event has a number of Official Partners who support the event in various ways. Virgin Trains [WCTL] is such a partner, and was chosen in order to provide a robust and reliable service to/from Liverpool throughout the year. Therefore, although the possession extension affects just one service - 1A25 09.15 LIV-EUS, the principle remains that any disruption other than that already agreed well in advance under the 2008 Rules of the Route process, will adversely affect the transportation of passengers from Liverpool in the height of Summer and during major events.

7.1.3 Indeed on the first weekend in Period D2 (19th July) the Tall Ships Race(s) take place, and throughout the Summer, events such as the Liverpool Community Games, ECHO Arena Music events, Air Shows, Flower Shows, Showcases, World Fire-fighter games, World Conferences and numerous other cultural and artistic festivities all take place. Furthermore such activities do not just centre on Liverpool, the whole North-West region will be participating in similar events in joint celebration.

7.1.4 The cancellation of the above service will have a detrimental affect on those early travelling passengers wishing to leave the City and head south. Any detrimental late amendments to the currently agreed train service will also not be seen favourably by the City of Liverpool, their European partners, the media and passengers alike, irrespective of the perhaps viewed small overall affect.

7.1.5 It is currently unknown why Network Rail requires such an extension and why when the opportunity presents itself to moving the extra hour either to the start of the possession or spread it over the currently unaffected Period D1 possessions, this cannot be accomplished.

Network Rail response

Following the Programme Reviews early in 2008 it was clear that inadequate access existed between Crewe and Weaver to complete the remodelling works necessary for the December 2008 Timetable. The extension of Period D2 hours is felt to be the minimum increase necessary to carryout the track, Over Head Line and signalling preparatory works to the longer blocks in Period E – Weeks 25 to 29. In addition, provision had to be made in each Project to reduce any risk of over running. The programme of works within the Project overall and the associated allocation of vital equipment does not allow the work to be undertaken in Period D2 to be brought forward into Period D1.

In the period from Week 25 to Week 29 Network Rail is re-modelling Weaver Junction and installing new high speed – Type H – turnouts. These switches and crossings are very large and require the amount of time each weekend proposed. Weeks 27, 28 and 29 have previously been proposed and agreed and have been included in the published Rules of the Route Section 7. Weeks 25 and 26 are required to enable these critical works to be completed to programme. No access can be provided during the possession times.

Detailed discussions with the Liverpool Capital of Culture managers in 2007 enabled Network Rail to plan significant line blockages on different weekends to avoid conflicts with what are likely to be more popular events. The placing of these major possessions in Weeks 25 – 29 is in line with these discussions.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of possession in dispute
Week 9 – Atherstone to Armitage Jn 

West Coast Trains Submission

7.2.1
Whenever Network Rail close the Trent Valley route between Rugby and Stafford via Nuneaton (or any part there-of) WCTL is required to divert its services through the West Midlands via Coventry and Birmingham; However this necessitates the thinning out of such services due to capacity issues.

7.2.2 Although WCTL have already agreed to the previous weekday closures (Mon & Tue) associated with this original Week 9 possession, the closure over yet another weekday (Wed), has, aside from the obvious additional Commercial and Business implications, a major affect on WCTL ability to operate a full weekday train service over a diversionary route which is already intensively used. 

7.2.3 Our response requested full visibility in terms of an actual timetable, which based upon a previously agreed set of timetable parameters (i.e. as based upon the timetable put in place and operated on the 25th March 2008 – see annex “F”) would provide sufficient (although reduced through prior agreement) number of services to meet most of our contractual needs. This element of the dispute still stands, as we have only received textual agreement that it is achievable and no firm timetable.

7.2.4 It could be argued that it would just be the timetable that we are currently planning with Network Rail  (again based upon the 25/03/08) for the Mon & Tue rolled forward – but the principle remains that with certain train operators (particular Freight) having services that may perhaps only run on a Wednesday, coupled with the principle that our request is, as far as we are concerned, not too recalcitrant, especially when conscious of the need to protect one’s timetable rights and business, we therefore need to see timetabled evidence that sufficient capacity exists for diverting our services on this additional Wednesday.

Network Rail response

The work being undertaken on this Bank Holiday weekend is critical Signal Commissioning affecting both the north and south ends of Rugby Station area. Whilst for the majority of weekends surrounding Week 9 arrangements have been agreed to provide access through Rugby over a single line until 10.15 Saturday it cannot be provided for in Week 9 due to the volume of work being undertaken and the necessity to provide for a wheels free environment during the required times.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

A timetable has been developed to cover West Midlands diversions for mid-week days (when the Trent Valley is closed) and paths identified. This has been discussed with West Coast Trains.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of possessions in dispute
Weeks 18 to  21 – Oxenholme / Carnforth to Penrith 
The specific item relating to access restrictions with 1R21 & 1A25 has now been resolved through ongoing discussions with Network Rail – Other related dispute items remain as per Annex ‘D’.

Weeks 22 to 24 – Shilton Jn to Colwich Jn 

7.4.1
Whenever Network Rail close the Trent Valley route between Rugby and Stafford via Nuneaton (or any part there-of) WCTL is required to divert its services through the West Midlands via Coventry.

7.4.2
Although WCTL have already agreed to the previous week of weekday closures (Week 22) associated with the original Week 22-23 blockade, the closure over another full week (Week 23), has, aside from the obvious additional Commercial and Business implications, a major affect on WCTL ability to operate a full weekday train service over a diversionary route which is already intensively used. 

7.4.3
Our response requested full visibility in terms of an actual timetable, which based upon a previously agreed set of timetable parameters (i.e. as based upon the timetable put in place and operated on the 25th March 2008 – see annex “F”) would provide sufficient (although reduced through prior agreement) number of services to meet most of our contractual needs. This element of the dispute still stands, as we have only received textual agreement that it is achievable and no firm timetable.

It could again be argued that it would just be the timetable that we are currently planning with Network Rail (again based upon the 25/03/08) for the previous week rolled forward – but, the principle remains that with certain train operators (particular Freight) having services that may perhaps only run that week, coupled with the principle that our request is, as far as we are concerned not too recalcitrant, especially when conscious of the need to protect one’s timetable rights and business, we therefore need to see timetabled evidence that sufficient capacity exists for diverting our services during this additional week.

Network Rail response

There is an extensive programme of works covering the 16 days of this blockade. At Nuneaton there are several sets of switches and crossings to be removed/installed, new signals to be erected, Overhead Line Equipment changes and wiring, as well as subsequent signal commissioning.

Network Rail appreciate that West Coast Trains accepted the original possession proposals fort nine days these formed only one part of a larger possession requirement. The current proposals combine several closely related and inter-dependant items of works and their associated possessions into one major blockade that allows for the Trent Valley route to be returned to traffic as quickly as possible. Detailed investigations into staging all the works into separate weekends has shown that the Programme delivery date of December 2008 cannot be met. The Late Summer  Bank Holiday week and the following week to 8th September 2008 provide the only access period to utilise the Bank Holiday opportunity and quieter summer holiday weeks in one.

A timetable is being developed to cover West Midlands diversions for mid-week days (when the Trent Valley is closed) and paths identified. This will be discussed with West Coast Trains.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Network Rail has developed a comprehensive Training Package for the signalling and track alterations on the Trent valley and at Rugby in line with agreed timescales and the supporting Training Aids have been issued. Detailed discussions have been held on driver Training issues and whilst a final definitive position has yet to be reached substantial progress has been made to de-risk the delivery of the December 2008 Timetable introduction to a great extent in so far as Driver Training is concerned.

Details of Possession

Week 26 – Crewe / Weaver to Ditton East / Preston Brook 

West Coast Trains Submission

7.5.1
In conjunction with those aspects highlighted above in Part 7.1, this possession was originally left out of the Period plan during the 2008 ROTR process, because of the expectation that this weekend would represent the largest event in Liverpool’s ‘Year of European Culture’. This weekend coincides with, amongst other events, the launch of the International Festival of Art, and as such, was particularly requested by the Organisers through Virgin Trains, to be kept clear of engineering works, thereby enabling a standard weekend pattern of services between Liverpool and London to operate. 

7.5.2
Aside, as throughout this submission, the commercial and business issues, and those items contained in para 7.1.4 above, a previous Engineering Settlement agreement between WCTL & Network Rail actually designated that this weekend be kept clear – Annex “J” refers. WCTL therefore believe that this possession should be withdrawn for those reasons mentioned above, and the fact that Network Rail have clearly chosen to renege on a previous understanding.

Network Rail response

In the period from Week 25 to Week 29 Network Rail is re-modelling Weaver Junction and installing new high speed – Type H – turnouts. These switches and crossings are very large and require the amount of time each weekend proposed. Weeks 27, 28 and 29 have previously been proposed and agreed and have been included in the published Rules of the Route Section 7. Weeks 25 and 26 are required to enable these critical works to be completed to programme. No access can be provided during the possession times.

Detailed discussions with the Liverpool Capital of Culture managers in 2007 enabled Network Rail to plan significant line blockages on different weekends to avoid conflicts with what are likely to be more popular events. The placing of these major possessions in Weeks 25 – 29 is in line with these discussions.

Network Rail believes that the application of the relevant Decision Criteria has been undertaken correctly in the circumstances and reflects the proper decision for the Rail Industry.

Details of Possession

Weeks 28 & 34 – Hanslope Jn to Hillmorton via Northampton

West Coast Trains Submission

7.6.1
A similar situation exists with these two weekends as for weeks 9, 22 to 24 above, in terms of capacity and diversionary capability. On these weekends all services will have to run via the Weedon route (Old Lines avoiding Northampton) between Milton Keynes and Rugby, which because of the inability for slower timetabled services to operate via Northampton, means that they will have to be diverted over the faster route via Weedon.

7.6.2
This potentially presents a capacity problem due to the requirement to path services over just two lines (especially on Sats until 1400 and on Sundays from 1600), that would have otherwise operated over four lines. Primarily this means all slower freight services fitting in between WCTL which obviously operate to much faster pathways. Once again we have requested evidence through receipt of a fully developed timetable, thereby proving that all our rights can be robustly delivered. To date we have only had textual confirmation that all such rights can be met – this is not sufficient to enable us to withdraw this item from dispute. 

7.6.3
One further issue with these two weekend proposals relates to the misleading information contained within the “Traffic Remarks” section(s). The comments suggest that trains terminate / start at Milton Keynes & Birmingham International with buses between; when in reality the route between Rugby and London Euston is open for most of the day on both Saturday & Sunday? 

Network Rail response

The Traffic remarks outlined in red above are incorrect and Network Rail apologise for the confusion. It is Network Rail’s intention to seek an All Lines Block affecting Hanslope Junction on this weekend but only in the planned No Booked Service period from 2320 Sat to 0915 Sun. At other times services will be able to run.
Network Rail is surprised that West Coast Trains should persist with this issue as a dispute when clearly there are no grounds for a dispute to exist.
Details of Possession

Week 31 – Rugby Trent Valley Jn to Atherstone [FIREWALL]
West Coast Trains Submission

Whenever Network Rail close the Trent Valley route between Rugby and Stafford via Nuneaton (or any part there-of) WCTL is required to divert its services through the West Midlands via Coventry and Birmingham; However this necessitates the thinning out of such services due to capacity issues.

The closure over yet another weekday (Mon), has, aside from the obvious additional Commercial and Business implications, a major affect on WCTL ability to operate a full weekday train service over a diversionary route which is already intensively used. 

Our response requested full visibility in terms of an actual timetable, which based upon a previously agreed set of timetable parameters (i.e. as based upon the timetable put in place and operated on the 25th March 2008 – see annex “F”) would provide sufficient (although reduced through prior agreement) number of services to meet most of our contractual needs. This element of the dispute still stands, as we have only received textual agreement that it is achievable and no firm timetable.

It could be argued that it would just be the timetable that we are currently planning with Network Rail  (again based upon the 25/03/08) for other Mon Trent Valley closures, however the principle remains that with certain train operators (particular Freight) having services that may perhaps only run on a Monday, coupled with the principle that our request is, as far as we are concerned, not too recalcitrant, especially when conscious of the need to protect one’s timetable rights and business, we therefore need to see timetabled evidence that sufficient capacity exists for diverting our services on this additional Monday.

Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Nuneaton Commissioning possession – Weeks 22 and 23 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 31 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of Possession

Weeks 39 & 40 – Hillmorton Jn to Brandon & Shilton

West Coast Trains Submission
7.8.1
Putting aside the issues concerning the introduction of the VHF timetable in December 2008 or January 2009 (as per the driver training Issues explained above), WCTL will, nevertheless, even in a worst case scenario still be running an amended timetable service based on its existing BAARS rights. Therefore, irrespective of whatever timetable plan is in place, WCTL will not accept a major block of the Trent Valley being proposed at the same time as an already agreed Milton Keynes blockade, especially in a period of the year that is always exceptionally busy.

7.8.2
Setting aside of the fact that this is a weekend closure, the very nature of where the Christmas shutdown lies, means this weekend will be very busy, particularly the Sunday. We will already be running buses between ‘a south of Milton Keynes’ location (to be confirmed) and Northampton where trains will re-start / terminate. To then expect from both an operational and commercial perspective and the passenger’s standpoint (taking into consideration the debacle at Rugby in the previous year) to then divert at additional journey time and operational expense, services via the West Midlands is just not acceptable.

Network Rail response
Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Rugby and reflects the critical time necessary to commission a number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Rugby Commissioning possession – Weeks 35/36 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 39/40proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of Possession

Weeks 40 & 41 – Denbigh Hall North Jn and Hanslope Jn [2009 - FIREWALL] 
West Coast Trains Submission

To be read in conjunction with Informed Traveller Issues above – Part 6.2 applies

7.9.1
Putting aside the issues concerning the introduction of the VHF timetable in December 2008 or January 2009 (as per the driver training Issues explained above), WCTL will, nevertheless, even in a worst case scenario still be running an amended timetable service based on its existing BAARS rights. Therefore, irrespective of whatever timetable plan is in place, WCTL will not accept another major block of Milton Keynes following that accepted already over the Christmas period (see 7.8 above), especially in such an exceptionally busy period of the year.

7.9.2
To expect from both an operational and commercial perspective as well as from the passenger’s standpoint (taking into consideration the debacle at Rugby in the previous year) to running buses between ‘a south of Milton Keynes’ location (to be confirmed) and Northampton where trains will re-start / terminate is unacceptable following the Christmas disruption.

7.9.3
Furthermore, as this is a FIREWALL possession proposal, and until such disputes are determined, we will have to plan for this proposal as a worst case scenario, as if it is happening. This is so that operationally and from a marketing and commercial perspective, we can inform the passenger of the blockade disruption and ensure operationally, that resources are in place. Nevertheless the risk affording us, if the FIREWALL possession is not required (aware this would be informed to us after the T-12 cut-off) is the inability to inform passengers of the change to their services at such short notice. The change back to ‘through train’ operation at such short notice, would present the Industry, not just WCTL with major problems.

Network Rail response

Network Rail believes that it is prudent to make sensible provision for alternative possession opportunities in the event of delays occurring to the delivery of key parts of the Scheme. This possession proposal is allied to the Signal Commissioning at Nuneaton and reflects the critical three days necessary to commission the large number of interlockings.

Whilst Network Rail is working to deliver ALL the works in the proposed Milton Keynes Commissioning possession – Weeks 39 and 40 – it is not yet in a position to withdraw the Week 40/41 proposals. However, this proposal is being kept under constant review with the intention to provide the earliest advice to customers should it not be required.

Details of Possession

Weeks 3 & 6 – Kilsby / Northampton South Jn to Hillmorton Jn [2009]
West Coast Trains Submission

7.10.1
Without prejudice to any political and/or regulatory issues ensuing that may or may not dictate the introduction of the VHF timetable, and as such including the factor associated with the WCTL Driver Training situation, our position currently stands that this possession proposal would occur during the newly implemented VHF timetable. Therefore, to propose after many years of weekend engineering disruption and upheaval on the WCML, and after VHF would have been introduced, (to what will be a much publicised and acclaimed ‘engineering free’ timetable launch – with onus on the weekends!) is most unwelcome.

7.10.2
At the time we will be expecting to operate AND have the rights to operate, up to 9 standard services per hour in each direction, throughout Saturdays and after 1200 on Sundays. Taking into consideration the remodelling at Milton Keynes throughout 2009 and into 2010 (of which the Easter and May-Day proposals are also in dispute – see TTP184), WCTL will not accept any further planned disruption to the VHF timetable once it is introduced. In theory after 3 to 4 months of ‘bedding down’ the VHF timetable with all its merits and travelling opportunities, can ill afford to be disrupted on such an expansive scale so soon after its launch. Its currently a struggle to maintain growth in the weekend travel market, which was gradually improving on a period by period basis – see Annex ‘G’, but which has, as previously mentioned, now started to decline again.

Network Rail response

These possessions are aligned with the possessions at Bletchley 10.00 Saturday to 13.30 Monday which prevent access to and from London by the West Coast Main Line. The West Coast Trains VHF Timetable is already impacted and it is believed that to curtail the services at Rugby provides the least impact on overall journeys in this period.

The nature of the works being undertaken at Easter and May Day, Signal Commissioning,  cannot be accomplished within a “normal” weekend period of 52 hours and it has been clearly indicated to all Operators that key works will continue to be undertaken on Bank Holidays. The specific times chosen to block this route recognise the need to divert traffic via the alternative two track route (Hanslope to Hillmorton via Weedon) and clearly West Coast Trains cannot operate a full service as trains will terminate south of Bletchley and at Rugby.

Clashing Possessions

7.11.1
There is a list of possessions not otherwise contained within NAUM-30, but which have a direct influence on the ability to operate those remaining affected (and in part) unaffected WCTL services. There is a strong and accepted case within the Industry that when major planned disruption occurs on the Network, that other routes are kept (re-)open to “ease the burden” on Train Operators. The list presented represents clashes on routes which would otherwise be closed, but otherwise need to be (re)-opened so as to not cause any further journey time increases. 

7.11.2
There have now been further reductions to this list following ongoing discussions with Network Rail, although there still remain a number of clashes which are highlighted in Annex C1”. Individually the affects result in additional train service journey times thereby unbalancing staffing & resource levels. However it is expected that the remainder of those clashes will be resolved before the hearing.

7.11.3
Nonetheless, appreciative of the significant volume of engineering clashes alongside all those other areas of dispute above, the central locus of this particular item rests with the principal of minimising disruption to Train Operators and the prioritisation of engineering requirements at a more local level. We already understand that Network Rail have internal processes that dictate at a higher level, that if for example, the ECML is closed, then every opportunity must be afforded by the various engineering factions within Network Rail, to co-ordinate with other Territories / Zones to ensure other diversionary routes remain open ie. WCML, MML etc. This principle does not appear to be happening at both wider and more local levels and/or between the various Territories and where applicable Project Teams, as in this case the WCRM project.

7.11.5
Indeed in view of the uncertainty in respect of the inconsistencies with such information to date, WCTL have repeatedly requested from Network Rail, but to no avail, and not just culminating with NAUM-30, an understanding of what other integral routes (especially those radiating northwards out of London) are affected in terms of engineering work(s); these being important to us in our quest to provide other alternative travel options / possibilities for our customers where necessary.

7.11.5
This element of the dispute therefore centres around the fact that we do not believe Network Rail is supplying on a national basis as well as local {WCML} basis, sufficient levels of possession information, adequate to enable WCTL to plan their business, and thus avoid a material ‘additional’ deterioration to the provision of its services – Decision Criteria part ‘g’ applies.

Network Rail response
A letter dated 2nd April has been sent to all Operators affected on the West Coast Main Line detailing those possessions that must be amended or cancelled to accommodate the additional possessions currently be sought:-

See e-mail distribution list

Wednesday 2nd April 2008

ROTR Changes for WCRM Enhancements 

Dear All,

Further to my letter also of the 2nd April, outlined below is confirmation of possessions that Network Rail will shortly be issuing period possession plan amendments too. These amendments will focus on the cancelling existing possession opportunities planned on diversionary routes due to the decision to take additional access on the WCML to complete infrastructure works to support the December 2008 timetable improvements.  

Week 9

Midweek (M/T, T/W & W/Th): Trent Valley Jn to Stechford 

Midweek (M/T, T/W & W/Th): Stechford to Aston South Jn 

Midweek (M/T, T/W & W/Th):  Aston South Jn to Bescot Jn. 
Week 21

Weekend: P2008/8708652 33hrs Fasts BLOCKED Watford Sth Jn and Bletchley Sth Jn - will need to reduce to Watford to Ledburn Jn (4 lines access required Bletchley), 

Weekend: P2008/863603 52hrs all BLOCKED Coventry Nth Jn and Proof House Jn, 

Weekend: P2008/1035393 Mill Lane Jn and Daventry 36 hrs, 

Weekend: P2008/863737 – Leamington Spa and Coventry – 52hrs,

Weekend: P2008/934757 27hrs Marylebone to Neasden Jn, 

Weekend: P2008/957402 52hrs Wembley and Northolt Jn,

Weekend: P2008/862492 12hrs High Wycombe and Bicester North,

Weekend: P2008/862507 12hrs Aylesbury. 

Week 22

Section 4 weekend Derby to Barton South Jn

Section 4 midweek between South Ruislip and Aynho Jn.

Section 5 midweek M/T, T/W Leamington to Bordesley Jn

Weeks 22 to 24
Week 22, 23 and 24 Section 4 Possessions Trent Valley Jn to Stechford, Stechford to Aston South Jn and Aston South Jn to Bescot Jn.

Week 22 P2008/915664 Stechford-New St 29 hrs

Week 22 P2008/1023484 Aston North-Tame Bridge 29 hrs

Week 22 P2008/862449 Bescot Jn-Bushbury Jn 29 hrs

Week 23 P2008/915667 Stechford-New St 29 hrs

Week 23 P2008/1023393 Aston North-Tame Bridge 29 hrs

Week 23 P2008/1037868 Bescot Jn-Bushbury Jn 29 hrs

Week 24 P2008/870254 At Stafford - 18hrs (11hrs all BLOCKED)

Week 24 P2008/915691 Stechford North Jn and Birmingham New Street – 52hrs

Week 24 P2008/934508 Wolves North Jn and Penkridge – 18hrs

Week 31
Section 5 Possessions W/Th Trent Valley Jn to Stechford, Stechford to Aston South Jn and Aston South Jn to Bescot Jn.

P862844 Oxford-Aynho 2300 Sat-0500 Mon

Week 37
All lines BLOCKED at Claydon (S&C) on GEML.

If you require further information or if I can help further, please give me a call.

Matt Allen

Yours sincerely,

Matt Allen, Network Access Unit Manager.

The current position is; -

Network Rail is aware that a large number of possessions will require amendement/cancellation as a result of the revised access proposals. A comprehensive list has been produced:-

Weeks 8 – 24 Period D

Weekend possessions at Rugby now amended to be 10.15 Saturday to 09.35 Sunday – consequential impact on Rugby – Coventry – Proof House Junction possessions shows these being adjusted to provide a route for traffic allowing for the amended Rugby possessions. These adjustments provide passengers with a much improved interchange to replacement road services.

Week 9

Midweek (T/W & W/Th): Brandon to Proof House Junction –  now amended to be Stechford Junction to Proof House Junction each night

Midweek (T/W & W/Th): Stechford to Aston South Jn – now cancelled each night

Midweek (T/W & W/Th):  ProofHouse Junction to Bescot Jn – now cancelled each night
Week 21

Weekend: P2008/8708652 33hrs Fasts BLOCKED Watford Sth Jn and Bletchley Sth Jn -  reduced to Watford to Ledburn Jn (4 lines access required Bletchley), 

Weekend: P2008/863603 52hrs all BLOCKED Coventry Nth Jn and Proof House Jn – now cancelled 

Weekend: P2008/1035393 Mill Lane Jn and Daventry 36 hrs – now cancelled

Weekend: P2008/863737 – Leamington Spa and Coventry – 52hrs – now cancelled

Weekend: P2008/934757 27hrs Marylebone to Neasden Jn – now cancelled

Weekend: P2008/957402 52hrs Wembley and Northolt Jn – now cancelled

Weekend: P2008/862492 12hrs High Wycombe and Bicester North - now cancelled

Weekend: P2008/862507 12hrs Aylesbury – now cancelled

Week 22

Section 4 weekend Derby to Barton South Jn - cancelled

Section 4 midweek between South Ruislip and Aynho Jn – cancelled

Section 5 midweek M/T, T/W Leamington to Bordesley Jn - cancelled

Weeks 22 to 24

Week 22, 23 and 24 Section 4 Possessions Trent Valley Jn to Stechford, Stechford to Aston South Jn and Aston South Jn to Bescot Jn.

Week 22 P2008/915664 Stechford-New St 29 hrs - cancelled

Week 22 P2008/1023484 Aston North-Tame Bridge 29 hrs - cancelled

Week 22 P2008/862449 Bescot Jn-Bushbury Jn 29 hrs – cancelled

Week 23 P2008/915667 Stechford-New St 29 hrs - cancelled

Week 23 P2008/1023393 Aston North-Tame Bridge 29 hrs - cancelled

Week 23 P2008/1037868 Bescot Jn-Bushbury Jn 29 hrs - cancelled

Week 24 P2008/870254 At Stafford - 18hrs (11hrs all BLOCKED) - cancelled

Week 24 P2008/915691 Stechford North Jn and Birmingham New Street – 52hrs - cancelled

Week 24 P2008/934508 Wolves North Jn and Penkridge – 18hrs - cancelled

Week 31

Section 5 Possessions W/Th Trent Valley Jn to Stechford, Stechford to Aston South Jn and Aston South Jn to Bescot Jn - cancellation/amendment to be confirmed

P862844 Oxford-Aynho 2300 Sat-0500 Mon - remains

Week 37

All lines BLOCKED at Claydon (S&C) on GEML - cancellation/amendment to be confirmed

Network Rail is continuing to work with customers to reduce the impact of any remaining possessions that clash with the revised possessions. Formal advice of further alterations/amendments to existing possessions will be published through the DPPP/CPPP processes.

PAGE  
1

