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1.1 

2.1 

2.2 

DETAILS OF PARTIES 

The names and addresses of the parties to the reference (TTC301) are as fallows:- 

(a) Northem Rail Limited whose Registered Office is at Serco House, 16 Bartley Wood 
Business Park, Bariley Way, Hook, Hampshire RG27 SUY ("Northern") (the 
Claimant"); and 

(b) Network Rail Infrastructure Limited whose Registered Office is at Kings Place, 90 
York Way, London N1 9AG ("Network Rail’"} ("the Respondent’). 

(c) Northern contact: Niel Wilson, Track Access Manager 
Te|: a 
Email: aa 

THE PARTIES’ RIGHT TO BRING THIS REFERENCE 

This matter is referred to a Timetabling Panei ("the Panel”) for determination in accordance with 
Conditions D 2.1.7 and D5 of the Network Code’ which Is incorporated into the Track Access 
Contract between the parties dated 4 February 2005. 

The dispute relates to the consultation of the Rules of the Route ("RoR") for the Subsidiary 
Timetable 2010, Conditions D 2.1.5, D 2.1./ and D 5.1.1 are retevant and include the iollowing 
extracts: 

2.1.5 Rules of the Route/Plan Decision 

(a) Network Rail shall, following consideration of any representations, objections and 
alternative proposals made by affected Bidders...., review the Preliminary Rules of the 
Route Proposal.....and, having due regard to the Decision Criteria, decide what 
amendments if any should be made to the applicable Rules of the Roufe.....” 

(b) Network Rail shail....notify each Bidder which is likely to be affected by the applicable 
Rules of the Route.......of the amendments it has decided to make pursuant to Condition 
D2.1.5(a) once " 

“2.1.7 Referral to the relevant ADRR Panel 

Following notification of Network Rail’s decisions in accordance with Condition 
D2.1,5(b).....a Bidder may refer any aspect of those decisions.....for determination by the 
relevant ADRR Panel under Condition D5...” 

“5.1.1 Grounds for making an appeal 

i. If any Bidder is dissatisfied with any decision of Network Rail made under this Part 
D, including: 

{a) the application by Network Rail of the Decision Criteria; 
seetaaeees it may refer the matter to the relevant ADRR Panel for determination." 
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4.1 

42 

43 

44 

45 

4.6 

47 

CONTENTS OF REFERENCE 

The Parties have together produced this joint reference and it includes:- 

(a) The subject matter of the dispute in Section 4; 

(b) A summary of the issues in dispute in Section 5; 

(c) A detailed explanation of the issues in dispute prepared by the claimant with a 
paragraph by paragraph response from the respondent{s) in Section 6; 

(d) Any further issues raised by the respondent in Section 7; 

(e) The decisions of principle sought from the Panel in respect of legal entitlement and 
remedies in Section 8; and 

(} Appendices and other supporting material. 

SUBJECT MATTER OF DISPUTE 

This is a dispute that relates to the consuitation of RoR for the 2010 Subsidiary Timetable, and 
changes made by the Respondent to Version 3 and published in Version 4. 

The process to be used for the consultation of Rok is outlined in Paris D 2.1 and D 6 of the 
Network Code (Part D version dated 1 September 2008 contained within the current Network 
Code), and details of the actual process to be followed is contained in National Rules of the 
Plan Section 1.3. 

A copy of Section 1.3 and an extract from Section 1.8 of the National Rules of the Plan (NRoP} 
is attached at Annex A. 

There is some contusion between NRoP and the RoR arising from the version numbers that 
are associated with the Principal and Subsidiary Timetables (or both}. The following convention 
is adopted throughout this submission: 

  

Version 1 | Preliminary RoR Proposal for the Principal and Subsidiary Change Dates 2010 
  

Version 2 | Final/Decision Document for the Principal Change Date 2010 

  

Version 3 | Preliminary RoR Proposal for the Subsidiary Change Dafe 2010 

  

Version 4 | Final/Decision Document for the Subsidiary Change Date 2010         

A copy of the relevant extract from the notes of an EEA meeting held on 12 March 2009 js 
attached at Annex B 

A copy of ihe relevant extracts of RoR Versions 1, 3 and 4 are attached at Annex C. 

A copy of the relevant extract from the LNW Route Remit v0.2 October 2008 is attached at 
Annex D. 
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SUMMARY OF DISPUTE 

5.1.1 

§.1.2 

5.1.3 

9.1.4 

§.1.5 

When RoR Version 1 (see Annex C) was issued on 14 November 2008, it contained a proposal 
to block the WCML between Euxton Junction and Winwick Junction on eight Sundays in Period 
E2 (weeks 30 - 37, 23/10-11/12). No formal response is required to the Subsidiary Timetable 
elements of V1, but the Claimant did comment (see Annex C) that the proposed times of 22:50 
Saturday — 00:20 Monday were acceptable. When Version 3 (see Annex C) was issued on 24 
April 2009, the Claimant noted that the proposed possession had been extended southwards to 
Weaver Junction (which did not affect the Claimants services) and the start time brought 
forward to 21:00 Saturday, and decided that as the proposed possessions were consistent with 
possessions that it had accepted in previous years, and that disruption to customer journeys on 
the affected route would be minimized by accepting the passesstons, the Ciaimant notified the 
Respondent in accordance with Condition D 2.1.4(b) that it would be prepared to accept the 
proposed possessions, subject to the start time being revised to the original 22:50 Saturday 
start time notified in Version 1. 

When RoR Version 4 (see Annex C) was received by the Compiainant on 31 July 2009, it 
became apparent that the blockages had been amended, but that the start time had not been 
changed back from 21:00 to 22:50 on Saturday as requested in the Claimant's response to 
Version 3; but had in fact been brought forward to start at 13:35 on Saturdays and the finish 
time had also been brought forward from 00:05 Mondays to 15:00 Sundays. When challenged, 
the Respondent explained that this change had been made to allow West Coast Trains to 
operate its full Sunday afternoon service pattern on the WCML. The Complainant was not 
consulted in advance of the issue of Version 4 in respect of its response fo Version 3, or the 

proposed disruption fo its services on Saturday afternoons, now shown for the first time in 
Version 4, and believes that because the Respondent did not seek the views of the 
Complainant on the proposed disruption to its services on Saturday afternoons, before making 
the decision, that it was not sufficiently informed to apply the Decision Criteria when the 
decision was made to issue the changes in Version 4. No evidence was supplied to the 
Complainant at the time, or subsequently, that the Decision Criteria were applied to this 
decision. 

The Complainant notified a dispute concerning several issues in Version 4 to the Disputes 
Secretary on 21 August 2009. All the other issues have subsequently been resolved, but the 
decision that is the subject of this submission remains unresolved. 

Discussions continued with the Respondent to see if the proposed renewals could be re- 
packaged {o avoid disruption to Northern services on Saturdays. In the course of these 
discussions, the Respondent advised the Claimant that the decision to re-time the possessions 
had been taken “at a Senior Level’ within Network Rail, and the Complainant became aware of 
the LNW Route Remit (see Annex D). 

The Complainant ts aware of the development of Efficient Engineering Access (EEA) and the 
nates of a meeting (see Annex B), when the Respondent shared the emerging EEA principles 
to be applied to this route section showing a Sunday possession requirement of “7x 27hrs 
traditionally in Period E” qualified by “Between Weaver Jn and Warrington South and 
Winwick Jn and Wigan North Jn, suggested possession times to be 1200 Sat to 1500 
Sun, Geographical locations outside these points fo be negotiated”, and that "VT do not 
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5.1.6 

9.1.7 

support the 27hr possessions and ask the route section Weaver Jn to Euxton to be 
constained by EEA rules”. 

The Complainant subsequently became aware of the LNW Route Remit {see Annex D).The 
purpose of the LNW Route Remit is: “to provide an overview of the Network Availability 
project for London North Western in line with the ORR regulated outputs measures” 

5.1.6.1 Figure 2 of the document states the current access strategy for the WCML is: "In 
terms of weekend possessions, access principles vary according fo the section 
concerned. Wherever possible, Network Rail try to “time” possessions to start 
around lunchtime on Saturdays and finish around lunchtime on Sundays (and 
extending to Monday funchtimes over Bank Holiday weekends). This is af the 
request of Virgin Trains who wish to market their weekend services on “key 
services” on a Saturday morning and Sunday afternoons between London and 
Scotland during such disruption” 

5.1.6.2 Figure 2 also states: “EEA means that we (Network Rail) are only allowed to cause 
one VT (Virgin Trains) service group to be diesel-hauled (vice the normal efectric 
traction) at any one time” 

5.1.6.3 It also states:’"Weaver - Euxton Jn is planned on EEA Rules where possible but 
the access requirements on this section are informed by the volume of 
condition-led PL and S&C renewals which are needed through CP4. Access on 
this section will generally be in the region of 12x26hr weekend possessions per 
annum with 49 hrs taken on Bank Holidays for complex S&C renewals. Note that 
there are 112 S&C units which need to be renewed between Weaver Jn — Preston 
through CP4 and into CP5. This situation exists despite the extensive possessions 
taken in recent years during the implementation of the West Coast Route 
Modernisation. 

5.1.6.4 During Period E2, long - established diversionary routes are available for West Coast 
services via the Manchester area on Sundays, but these routes are not electrified and 
diesel haulage would be required. The Claimant believes that on Sundays in Period 
E2, there is no requirement for any West Coast Train’s service group to be diesel 
hauled, 

5.1.6.6 At no point has fhe Respondent entered into any discussions or negotiations with the 
Claimant prior to the decision to disrupt Northem’s Saturday services on this route, as 
is required by NRoP 1.8.5 (see Annex A) which states: “Where conflicts arise 
between the aspirations of different Train Operators or with Rules of the 
Route/Plan, Network Rail will resolve those conflicts by agreement between the 
parties wherever possible, otherwise by according priority in accordance with 
the priority levels set out in Part D of the Network Code and by application of 
Decision Criteria*. 

The Claimant's services affected by the proposed blockages on Saturdays are specified in the 
Claimant's SLC by Merseytravel, and are used on Saturdays by significant numbers of 
passengers travelling to/from Liverpool City Centre, for shopping, leisure and Premier League 
Football, In summary there is ttph Blackpool — Liverpool and 2tph Liverpool - Wigan in both 
directions; with all services operating via St Helens. The proposed blockage will mean that 
these trains are only able to operate between Liverpool and St Helens. It effectively means that 
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5.1.8 

9.2 

6.1.1 

6.1.2 

6.2.1 

6.2.2 

6.3.1 

6.3.2 

6.3.3 

all customers who travel over the section of route between St Helens and Preston will start their 
journey by train and face a longer return journey by read. The reverse applies on Sundays, 
whem there is only 1tph Blackpool - Liverpool in both directions, and customers travelling on 
Sundays have regular experience of bus replacement, and a much smaller number are 
affected. Northern would prefer disruption on Sunday afternoons to the proposed disruption on 
Saturday afternoons. 

The Complainant holds Firm Contractual Rights (FCRs} to operate Services between 
Blackpool, Wigan and Liverpool via St Helens on Saturdays and Sundays. These FCRs were 
held at the Priority Date in January 2009 applicable to the 2010 Subsidiary Timetable. On the 
Priority Date, Version 1 of the RoR showed the possessions between Winwick Junction and 
Euxton Junction to be taken on Sundays, The Claimant made its declaration on the basis that 
Sunday services on the affected route would be disrupted as shown in Version 1, but that 
Saturday services would be unaffected. 

There is no suggestion that the timescales for the issue and response to RoR Versions 3 and 4 

have not been followed by either party. 

EXPLANATION OF EACH ISSUE IN DISPUTE WITH RESPONSE 

The Claimant believes that the Respondent made the decision to amend RoR Version 3 and 
retime the possessions outside the Part D process, and outside the process shown in section 
1.8.5 of the NRoP (see Annex A) which requires the Respondent to apply the Decision Criteria. 
Northern believes that the Respondent did not apply the Decision Criteria because there were 
no discussions held with Northern before the issue of Version 4 to establish the relative impact 
of the possessions on Northern and Northern's customers on Saturday afternoons. Northem 
believes that the Respondent failed in the execution of one of the procedures to which it is 
contracted through the Track Access Contract and the Network Code and merely applied the 
non-contractual EEA policy outlined in the LNW Route Remit. 

Response to Issue 1 by Respondent. 

Northern believes that the over-arching policy adopted by Network Rail to take 27hr 
possessions on the WCML between mid-day Saturday and Mid-day Sunday, without individual 
reference to the Decision Criteria, constitutes a bi-lateral agreement that unreasonably puts 
one operator at a disadvantage, in order to advantage others and is outside the Part D process. 

Response to Issue 2 by Respondent. 

The Claimant believes that the Respondent was not entitled to deny the Claimant the ability to 
exercise its FCRs on Saturday afternoons by varying the RoR after the Priority Date in a 
manner that has previously been determined (ttc129) that ‘in the event of such an appeal, 
the existence of asserted rights that would be frustrated by the changes to Rules of the 
Route/Rules of the Plan may be a compelling reason to direct Railtrack either to 
withdraw the proposal, or to modify it sufficiently that the rights in question can be 
honoured;” 

The Claimant believes that the Respondent did not follow the process outlined in National 
Rules of the Plan to resolve the apparent conflict between the Claimant and West Coast Trains 
prior to making the decision that was notified in Version 4 of Rules of the Route. 

Response fo Issue 3 by Respondent 
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7.4 

7.2 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

9 

ANY FURTHER ISSUES RAISED 

The Subsidiary Timetable 2010 was offered to the Claimant on 18 December 2009 and reflects 
the timetabie impact of the disputed blockages as shown in Version 4. 

Response by Respondent. 

DECISION SOUGHT FROM THE PANEL 

The Panel is asked to determine: 

(a) 

(0) 

(c} 

Was the Respondent entitled to make a decision to amend the Rules of the Route 
without applying the Decision Critena. 

Was the Respondent entitled to adopt an over-arching policy which makes a significant 
change to the days and times when disruptive possessions will be taken te 
unreasonably put one Train Operator al a disadvantage in order to advantage another. 

Is the previously determined ttc129 which considered changes to Rules of the Route 
made after the Priority Date and during the timetable development process relevant to 
the determination of this dispute. 

The Panel is asked to make the following specific remedies. 

(a) 

(b) 

To instruct the Respondent to withdraw the changes made to RoR Version 3 and 
issued in Version 4 which will potentially disrupt Northern’s services on Saturday 
afternoons and fo revert to the possession start time shown in Version 1 

To instruct the Respondent to revise the timetable offer made to Northern on 18 
December 2009 by including all Saturday services between Liverpool, Wigan, Preston 
and Blackpool for which Northern held FCRs at the Priority Date, and by withdrawing 
the Sunday services.. 

The Panel is asked to decide the following other issue: 

(a) Should the Respondent be required to obtain the views of potentially affected bidders 

so as to be fully informed prior to making a decision in accordance with Condition 

D2.1.5{a} by the application of the Decision Criteria. 

APPENDICES AND ANNEXES 

The parties confirm that they have complied with Rule A1.34 of the Access Dispute Resolution Rules, 

which requires that 

“Copies of the following documents shall also be annexed and cross referenced to the reference: 

Page 7



(a) the relevant extracts of contractual documents containing the provision(s) under which the 

referral to the Panel arises (other than provision(s) from the current Access Conditions; 

(b) the relevant extracis of contractual documents containing provision(s) associated with the 

substance of the dispute; and 

(c) the relevant extracts of any other documents referred to in the reference’. 

All appendices and annexes have been bound into the submission, and are consecutively page 

numbered. 

Any information only made available after the main submission has been submitted to Panel Members, 

will be consecutively numbered, so as to follow on at ihe conclusion of the previous submission. 

10 SIGNATURES 

      

For and on behalf of Northem Rail Limited For and on behaif of Network Rail Infrastructure Limited 

Signed = Nide oye Signed 

AC Ad 
Print name AMIEL ivi Ldo Print name 

Position: Cele AccESS Mass AGER Position: 
    

Date: (c Febraw Lalo Date: 
    

LIST OF APPENDICES, ANNEXES AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

Annex A A copy of Section 1.3 and an extract from Section 1.8 of the National Rules of the Plan 
applicable to 2010 timetable 

Annex B A copy of the reievant extracts from the notes of an EEA meeting held on 12 March 
2009 

Annex C A copy of the relevant extracts of RoR Versions 1, 3 and 4 

Annex D A copy of the relevant extract from the LNW Route Remit v0.2 October 2009 
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ANNEX A 
NETWORK RAIL National Rules of the Plan 2010 Version : 4.0 

Final Proposal for Subsidiary Change Date : 31 July 2009 
Timetable 20710 Page : 5 of 58 

Lilectronic copy - uncontrolled when printed. 

1.3. Rules of the Route/Plan 

1.3.1. 

1.3.2. 

1.3.3. 

1.3.4, 

1.3.5. 

1.3.6, 

1.3.7. 

1.3.8. 

1.3.9. 

1.3.10. 

1.3.11, 

4.3.42. 

1.3.13. 

1.3.14. 

Network Rail presented its ideas for the future development of Rules of the Route at a meeting with 
Bidders on 9 September. Such was the nature of the feedback from that meeting that Network Rail has 
brought forward its proposais to apply from the 2010 timetable development period. 
In summary, the intention is to reduce the number of versions of Rules of the Route from 3 per timetable 
to 2 per timetable. To reffect this, an increased period of time has been incorported into the response 
oeriods. Line of Route meetings will be held, involving Bidders and Network Rail planners, to review 
Bidders responses and help inform fhe content of our Decision Documents. Recognising that using the 
formal disputes process remains important to our Bidders, extra time has been allowed for this in the 
programme. 
Network Rail will hold discussions with Train Operators to establish their aspirations and any areas of 
concem. These factors will be taken into account in preparing a Preliminary Proposal. 
Neiwork Rail will issue their Preliminary Proposals to Train Operators at TT-56 weeks, flagging items 
which have changed since the previous agreed version of Rules of the Route/Pian. 
Train Operators have 5 weeks to consider the Preliminary Proposal and make a formal response 
accepting or proposing altematives. No response is deemed as acceptance. 
Network Rail will consider responses from Train Operators over the following 10 weeks and determine 
whether any proposed altematives should be accepted. Where a proposed altemative is not accepted, 
Network Rail will firstly seek; through Line cf Route meetings to see what changes can be 
accommodated. At the end of this period, Network Rail will advise Bidders of their Decisions along with 
their reasons for the non-acceptance of counter-proposals. (Version 2) 
Network Rail will issue a formal notification of its decision(s) to accept, reject or amend its preliminary 
proposals to Rules of the Plan (Version 2) and Rules of the Route, in the form of Network Rail Decision 
(Version 2}, flagging items which have changed since the Preliminary Proposal. 
Train Operators will consider the Network Rail Decision for Rules of the Route and Rules of the plan 
issued at TT-41 and need to make a further formal response either accepting or rejecting our decisions. 
No response is deemed as acceptance. Train Operators, who reject our decisions, must then follow 
1.3.9 
Train Operators may appeal against the content of the notification of changes. Any appeals must be 
notified to the Access Disputes Secretary within 5 Working Days of feceipt of the notification of 
decisions from Network Rail. 
Network Rail, which has a published plan of work in this respect, and Train Operators, will continue to 
jointly review Rules of the Plan throughout the timetable drafting period. Network Rai! will make 
amendments, following the process set out in section 3 of this document, to optimise ROTP and the 
resultant Draft and First Working Timetables (as appropriate}, having due regard to the Decision Criteria. 
Network Rail also has an active Performance Improvement Programme to identify and resolve 
infelicities contained in Rules of the Plan. Where further changes are necessary these will be through 
the issue of amendments, to the relevant route ROTP. 
National Rules of the Plan covering timetable planning processes will be prepared by Network Rail HQ. 
All other parts of Rules of the Plan will be prepared by the relevant Network Rail Train Pianning Centre 
using a unified national format. Rules of the Route will be prepared by Network Rail's Network Access 
Unit. 
Rules of the Route/Plan covering the Principal and Subsidiary timetabie periods will be issued as part of 
the Principal timetable development process. Network Rail may propose revisions to Rules of the 
Route/Plan as part of the development processes for the Subsidiary timetable period provided that 
those revisions are af a minor nature or which could not reasonably have been foreseen when the 
Principal Rules of the Route/Plan were prepared. 

Either Train Operators or Network Rail can propose that Performance Allowances may be limited to 
certain days and periods within that day; for example SX morning peak. Where such proposals are 
implemented they will apply to ali train operators passing through the location(s) specified whether or 
not they have an identifiable peak service group. 
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NETWORK RAIL National Rules of the Plan 2010 Version : 4.0 
Final Proposal for Subsidiary Change Date : 31 July 2009 
Timetable 2010 Page : 8 of 58 

Flectronic copy - uncontiolled when printed. Next scheduled issue: 23 October 2009 

1.8.Preparation of the Draft Timetable 

1.8.5. Where conflicts arise between the aspirations of different Train Operators or with Rules of the 
Route/Plan, Network Rail will resolve those conflicts by agreement between the parties wherever 
possible, otherwise by according priority in accordance with the priority levels set out in Part D of the 
Network Code and by application of Decision Criteria. 

1.8.6. Notwithstanding the provisions set out above, all Network Rail's decisions during the timetable 
drafting process must be informed by consideration of the overall public interest as expressed in the 
Decision Criteria. For example, it may be appropriate for Network Rail, after consultation with affected 
Train Operators, to adjust paths to achieve patiern services, even spread of services, improved 

connections, efficient use of capacity, reservation of capacity for spot bids, and to optimise the balance 
between Rules of the Route/Plan and train slots. 
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V1 Response 

   

    

Planning & Performance Direciorate    

Ivf > northern 
a 4 Travis Street 

” MANCHESTER 
Joe Warr M1 ONF 
Andy Lewis 
Senior Network Access Planners 

Network Rail 

é'h Floor 

City Exchange 

11 Aibion Street 

leeds 

L$1 SES 

Copy to: 

As per email distribution 

Your reference Telephone O16T 822 1054 
Ourreference 2010 ROTR V1 Repanse Fax 01461 822 1115 

Email : 

19h December 2008 

Dear Joe/Andy 

2010 Rules of the Route Version 1 

We attach Northern Rail’s response to Version 1 of the 2010 Rules of tne Route. 

We look forward to discussions with Network Rail about the matters raised between now and 
the next issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Warhurst Mark Beck 

Timetable Planning Manager Timetable Planning Manager 

LNW 

Section 4 

Period E2 
NW1001 Winwick Jn -—Euxton Jn. 

Northern notes that the possession times have been amended to read 2250 Sat — 0020 Mon 
Os per our request. 

Section 7 

No response 

Page & 2
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northern 

  

Joe Warr 

Andy Lewls 

Senior Network Access Planners 

Network Rail 

6h Floor 

City Exchange 
11 Albion Street 
Leeds 

LS1 SES 

Copy to: 

As per email distribution 

Your reference Telephone 
Ourreference 2010 ROTR V3 Response Fox 

Email 

Dear Joe/Andy 

2010 Rules of the Route Version 3 

V3 Response 

4 Travis Street 

MANCHESTER 

KA] 2NF 

aise, 
O16) 822 1115 

5th June 2009 

We attach Northern Rail’s response to Version 3 of the 2010 Rules of the Route. 

We look forward to discussions with Network Rail about the matters raised between how and 
the next issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Warhurst Mark Beck 

Timetable Planning Manager Timetable Planning Manager 

LN 

section 4 

No comments were made 

Section 7 

Weeks 31 — 34. 

NWi1001] Weaver Jn -— Euxton Jn 2100 Sat-— 0005 Mon. 
The re-timing of these possessions prevents Northern from running five evening services 
Deiween Liverpool and Blackpool. The original 2345 Sat start fime is acceptable. Why have 
these possessions been re-timed? 
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northern 

  

Joe Worr 

Andy Lewis 

Senior Network Access Planners 

Network Rail 

60 Floor 

City Exchange 

11 Albion Street 

Leeds 

LS1 SES 

Capy to: 

AS per email distribution 

Your reference Telephone 

Ourreference 2010 ROTR V4 Response Fax 

Email 

Dear Joe/Andy 

2010 Rules of the Route Version 4 

V4 Response 

4 Travis Street 

MANCHESTER 

Al 2NF 

0161 8221115 

215! August 2009 

  

We attach Northern Rail’s response to Version 4 of the 2010 Rules of the Route. 

We look forward to discussions with Network Rail about the matters raised between now and 
the next issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Warhurst Mark Beck 

Timetable Planning Manager Timetable Planning Manager 

Page SZ



LNW 

section 4 

Period £2 

NW1007 Winwick Junction — Euxton Junction 

We are not prepared to accept the altered timings of this Period Block, which significantly 
increases the impact on Northern services. The proposed timings effectively result in double 
the duration of disruption to our Liverpool — Wigan — Blackpool services, as we would be 
running trains on Saturday mornings, but customers would then need to return by bus. Our 
resource base would be significantly disrupted, with units and crews out of position, due to 
the shutdown on Saturday lunchtime and the start up on Sunday afternoon, The number of 
trains directly affected Is significantly increased, from about 30 for the originally proposed alll 
day Sunday block to over 60 for the revised proposal, which seems disproportionate, but 
further trains may also be affected when the railway is open due to resource displacement, 
In addition, we would not be prepared to agree to the loss of our Manchester — Alroort 
shuttle, or any other alterations in the Manchester area which may be proposed on Saturday 
afternoons to accommodate diverted Virgin services. Whilst we appreciate that the 
possession timings inciuded in Version 3 created issues for other operators, these were 
accepiable to Northern, and wé are looking to see a return jo these times. 

Section 7 

Weeks 31 — 37. 

NW100] Weaver Jn — Euxton Jn 1335 Sat — 1500 Sun. 

As per the Period E2 Period Block, we are not prepared to accept the altered himings of 
these items, which significantly increase the impact on Northern services. The proposed 
timings effectively result in double the duration of disruption to our Liverpool — Wigan - 
Blackpool services, as we would be running trains on Saturday marnings, but customers 
would then need to return by bus. Our resource base would be significantly disrupted, with 
unis and crews out of posifion, due fo the shutdown on Saturday iunchtime and the start up 
on Sunday affernoon. The number of trains directly affected is significantly increased, from 
about 30 for the originally proposed ail day Sunday block to over 60 for the revised proposal 
(75 in Weeks 32 and 33, when the possession extends from Weaver Junction), which seems 
disproportionate, but further trains may also be affected when the rdilway is open due to 
resource displacement. In addition, we would not be prepared to agree to the loss of our 
Manchester — Airport shuttle, or any other alterations in the Manchester area which may be 
proposed on Saturday afternoons to accommodate diverted Virgin services. 
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ANNEX D 

Extract from the LNW Route Remit v0.2 October 2009 
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Route Remit version draft 0.2 

  

  1. Introduction 
  

1.1 Purpose of Document 

The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the Network Availability 
project for London North Western in line with the ORR regulated oufputs measures. 

This document covers the outline scope of all aspects of the project as they have 
developed to date on London North Western Route. Some of the details provided 
are high level at this stage of the definition process. Further definition work is still to 
be completed and will be covered through GRIP feasibility studies where required. 

Figure 1 below highlights the Strategic Business Plan (SBP) routes on LNW. For 
each of these SBP routes, a Route Plan has already been produced detailing the 
current capability and use for each strategic route, a description of the vision for the 
route’s future, and the strategy for achieving that vision. The Route Plan strategies 
themselves build upon the Route Utilisation Strategies. 

Figure 1. LNW strategic routes {based on Strategic Business Plan routes) 

Strategic Route 18. West Coast Main Line (WCML) 

routes Route 16. Chilterns 
Route 17. West Midlands 

Route 20. North West Urban 

Route 21. Merseyrail 

Route 23. North West Rural 

    

   
    

  

        

At a national level, following industry consultation on Route Categorisation, specific 
passenger routes have been identified as Category A. Details of the Route 
Categorisation proposal can be found in section 2.2. 

For LNW, the following are currently Category A routes. 
Birmingham — Plymouth 
Birmingham — York 
Birmingham — Southampton 
Birmingham — Nottingham 
Birmingham — Manchester Piccadilly 
Crewe — Manchester Piccadilly 
London Euston — Birmingham New Street 
London Euston — Glasgow Central 
London Euston — Liverpool! 

The Category A routes have been mapped into SRS route sections in Figures 2-4, 
where an overview of each of the above LNW strategic routes is provided. 

Note. In places, this document refers to 7 Day Railway (7DR) which is the term 
originally used to cover the project to deliver network availability improvements on 
identified routes, with a fund of £160m to support this. 
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Route Remil version drafi 0.2 

  

1.3 Overview of Current Infrastructure & Access by Strategic Route 

Route 18. West Coast Main Line 
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